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Award Presentations
L to R: Sylvia Pedrazzina, (accepts Award of Merit
on behalf of The Confluence Heritage Society):
Ron Williams. Chair Award: Senator Joyce
Fairbairn (Annual Award): Linda Collier, HSA
President

Senator Joyce
Fairbairn Awarded
the Annual Award at
HSA's Annual
Conference held in
Red Deer, Alberta ,
May 17, 2008

Se na tor Fai rba irn was born and rai sed

in Le thbridge. A lberta . She grad ua ted

wi th a Bachelor of Arts degree in Eng lish fro m the Unive rs ity o f A lbe rta in Ed monto n

in 1960 and rece ived a Bach elor o f Journali sm degree from Carle to n Univers ity in

1961. O n Jun e 29, 19X-L she was a ppo inted to the Se na te fo r the Pro vin ce of Albe rta

(Le thbr idge ).

T his year the Lethbridge Historical

Socie ty nominated Se nator Joyce

Fairbairn for the Historical Socie ty o f

A lberta's Annua l Awa rd .

Se na tor Fairbai rn was give n the nam e Morn ing Bird Wo ma n whe n she wa s induc t­

ed into the Kain ai Chieftainship o f the Blood Nation o n July 2 1. 1990 .

Se na tor Fairbairn has been a tire less supporte r o f the pre servation a nd promotion of

Canadian and A lbe rtan history. an d has lon g s upporte d Th e Histori ca l Society of

A lbe rta through its chapte rs by unend ing many eve nts . In 2007. the Senator se rve d as

the Hon orary C ha ir of the Le thbridg e Nat ional His torica Fair. The Senat or 's suppo rt

as Hon orary Chair wa s inva luable in hel ping rai se awareness and fund s that co n­

trihutcd to the success o f the fair.

Ac ting as an ambassador for Al be rta 's history. the Se nator pro motes our unique and

powerfu l history th rou gh out C anada. en co uragi ng ho th A lbe rta ns and the rest of

Canada to learn more abo ut us and to "Celebrate O ur Histor y" .

20

1

3

4

5

5

6-7

8

9

9

10-13

14-15

14

16 -19

16

........17

HSA Annual Award

President's Report

Silen t Auct ion Donors

HSA Award of Merit

Rocky Mountain House

AGM & Conference Photos

Brian W. Hutchinso n Scholarship

Sodbuster Museum

Sir Sam Steele Collection

William AWilson , MD .FRCS

Book Reviews & Web Sites

Francis Willa rd Greenfield

Chapter Reports

2009 Conference, Calgary

UFA History in Motion

HSA Calendar of Events
and Crossword

The

Historical

Society of

Albert a pin

is avai lable.

You can pick it

up from the office

or mail your cheque or money orde r in

the amount of $S plus $.Sll postage and

handlin g to:

The Historical Society of Alherta
Box 4ll3S. Stati on C
Calgary, AB. T2T SM9

Phone: 403- 261- 3662
Fax: 403-269-6ll29
E-mai l: albertahistory@telus.net

continued on Page 5



Members of Council
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The Histori cal Socie ty of Alberta is

a registered charitable organization.

Committees:
Alberta History Edi tor Hugh Dempsey

History NOW Editor Sherri ng Amsden
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History NOW is published quarterly.

We welcome information about your

upcoming or past event s, activities,

publications, etc. They should be in the

hands of the editor prior to deadline.

Donations are gratefully received to help

further the work of the Society which

includes the publication of AIberia
History and this newsletter. History

NOW. Donations are tax deductible and

will be acknowledged in History NOW.

unless otherwise requested .

For information contact:
Office Coo rdinator
The Historical Society of Alberta
#622 Lancaster Build ing
304 8th Avenue SW
Calgary, AB. T2P IC2

Phone: 403-26 1-3662
Fax: 403-269-6029

e-mail: albertahistoryrs'telus.net
webs ite: www.albertahistory.org

Legacy 2008 donations will he published in the Octoher 2008 issue



President's Report

Did yo u have the opportunity to atte nd

the Da vid Th ompson in Ce ntra l A lbe rta

Co nfere nce an d the HSA AGM in Red

Dee r th is May? What a marvel ou s

co nfe re nce it was ! Th e fun began at

Friday night's Reception w he n we wer e

enterta ined by three exc iting fea tures: the

Aborigina l Youth Dance Troupe (age d

four to fifteen) who performed a variety

o f dances, highlighted by the audience

partici pa tio n numbers: Deh orah Kob za

who gave a presenta tio n on her un iqu e

History Te llers proj ect ; the double-hook

laun ch hy the HSA, wit h two new puhl i­

ca tions entitled Wilde rness Outpost: The

Fort vermilion Me moir o] Ma rv B.

LilwrCIIC£' 18 98-/ 9()7, a nd Alberta

History Cutuulutive Index Jl.)53-2()(){) . It

was a most exciti ng start to a mem orable

weekend !

Th e HSA Annual Ge neral Meeting was

held at the breakfast sess io n on Sa turday

mo rn ing and we man aged to breeze

throu gh the age nda in tim e to ca tc h the

9: 15 am hus to Rocky Mountai n House

fur the afternoon's fes tivi ties . The wea ther

coope ra ted beautifully an d we load ed

two buses w ith eager historian s . O ur firs t

stop was at the Walking Eag le Hotel in

Roc ky. where we viewed the ex quisi te

ar t ex hi bi t di spl ayin g the wor ks o f Tim

Sho ute n. Don Mclvlast er a nd Joseph

Cross. Their im ages depi cted va rious

events in the life o f Da vid Th ompson and

the landscap es of severa l treat y sites . It

was invigorating to see the wo rk of suc h

talented artists. es pec ia lly wi th a " his tory

them e" throu gh out !

Fo llowing the ex hib it and co ffee

break . we hoard ed the bu ses to co ntinue

to our fina l des tina tio n, the Rock y

Mountain Hou se Nati onal Historic S ite .

Upo n arr ival, we enjoyed our bag lunches

(prov ide d by the Red Deer Lod ge ) at the

picnic area of the si te. Scott Whiting,

Site Operati on Manager. briefed us o n

the plann ed afternoon's ac tiv ities . To

ment ion a few o f our cho ices. we we re

by Linda Collier

abl e to parti cip ate in the fo llowing : the

Ed mo nto n Hou se Brigad e Hist ori c

E ncam pme nt; the Me tis Hi vcrna nt

(W inter ing) Camp; the Ca lga ry Meti s

Yo uth Dan cers; Jack G lads to ne

(B lac kfee t s inger. songwriter and story­

tell er ) ; the Dav id T ho m pson Puppet

Show; a guided wa lk with arc haeologis t

Jac k Port er ; and d ispl ays/ videos and gi ft

sho p at the newl y-refurbi shed Visito r

Ce ntre . As we rel uctantly c limbed on the

buses to re turn to Red Deer. man y of us

agreed we need ed another day to see all

the ca mps and ac tivi ties. W ha t a grea t

way to sec history co me ali ve!

Th e evening at the Red Deer Lodge

was spe nt at the gala Awards Banquet . As

we ga the red and soc ia lized (drank). the

Wi ld Rose Harmonizers sang a varie ty o f

barb ersh op qu artet so ngs . O ur specia l

guests included Se nator Joyce Fa irba irn.

A lbe rta (Le thbr idge); Hon orable Bo b

Mi lls. M P for Red Deer; Dr. Irene
Nicho lso n. C ha ir o f the A lberta

Historical Resources Fo unda tion; His

Worship. MOITis Flewwclling, Mayor of

Red Deer; His Worship. Earl Kin sell a.

Mayor of Red Deer Co unty; and o f

co urse, a ll our delegates. O ur thanks to

Na ncy Hcul c, who gave a ten der grace .

and to Ron Willia ms. who toasted the

Q uee n. A fte r a scrumptious meal. Ron

began our Awards Presentation s. wi th the

A nnua l Award go ing to Se nator Joyce

Fairbairn and the Award of Merit to the

Confluence Heritage Society. Congratulations

to our winners!

O ut gues t speaker for the evening was

Pat MacDon ald . who presented his views

o f the " New Perspecti ves on Tea ch ing

Abo ut the Fur Tr ade. Cha rlo tte Sma ll

and David Th ompson ." Our thanks to

Do n Hepburn for his insightful introduction

and to Bill Mack ay. who thank ed our

speaker. Pat's visio n and e nthus ias m

abo ut "a ll things David Th ompson" are

co ntag ious and most educationa l.

S unday's br ea kfa st was very

mem orable thanks to thc gues t speaker.

Mich ael Da we . w hose di scussi on

ce ntered o n the "H istory o f Red Deer: or

Wh ore 's Piper C ree k'!" His knowled ge o f

Red Deer 's story and its early pioneers is

ex te ns ive and b rou ght to life by

Mi ch ael' s informati ve del ivery. The

wee ke nd c u lmi na ted with a s ile nt

auct io n. wi th tot al proceed s o f over

$ 1100.

O ur s incere th anks go to the

Confere nce Com m ittee (cha ired by Bill

Baergc n) and to the Ce ntra l A lbe rta

Historical Soc ie ty (Preside nt Jan et Walter

ct al) fo r giving us such a memorable week ­

end. Well don e ! David Th ompson would

have been proud of yo ur d ilige nt e fforts

to hrin g hi s s to ry to life in suc h an

enterta ining wee ke nd ,

I loo k forward to a tte ndi ng so me

spec ia l ce lebra tio ns thi s summe r. with

various hist oric fes tiva l events going on

ac ross the provin ce. Spec ia l ac tivi ties

suc h as th o se fe atured during these

festi val s arc int egral to the promoti on

and ce lebra tio n o f A lberta's history and I

thank all those dedi cated peopl e who

coord ina te these ce lebra tions .

I also look forward to my second year

as President and to worki ng with our

dynami c team o n Counc il. The HSA is

ve nturing into its ne xt 100 years with

e nthusiasm a nd the promi se o f new

ve ntures .



Donors to the Silent Auction 2008

The Historical Socie ty of Alberta and

the Central Alberta Historical Society

wish 10 thank the fol lowin g donors for

their contribu tions 10 our Silent Auction

held at the Co nference and Annual

Ge neral Meeting in Red Deer.

We raised a total of $ 1, 189.00 to offset

the Conference costs.

Thanks also 10 Dorothy Gray who

co-ordin ated the Silent Auction in Red

Deer. Thank you 10 Marianne Fcdori for

her work in col lecting items for the

auction . Thanks goes 10 the volunteers in

the HSA office who helped with the hid

shee ts. pack ing of the silent auction

items and co llecting the proceeds from

the auctio n. Thanks goe s 10 Robert

Cormack. Ann Gas kin. Michell e

Melanson. Vivian Sampson. Haifa Sclo,

Margaret Waite, Geoff Wilson and 10

Bel inda Crowson and Carly Stewart for

their help.

T hanks til a ll of you! G reat Wllrk!

Canadian Plains Research Centre

Univers ity of Alberta

Hole's Donations

Folklore Publishing

Detscl ig Enterprises

McTavish & Nunn

Robert Corm ack

Frontenac House

KPMG (Christina Comfort)

Canada's National History Society

Coteau Books

Heritage Canada Foundation

Provincial Archives of Alberta

University of Calgary Press

Fifth House Publishers

Central Alberta Histor ical Soc iety

Hugh Dempsey

Trud y Cowa n

HSA Members
News

Leth bridge Historical Society

Michael Payne

Art Gallery of A lberta

Marianne Fedori

Scandinavian Trade & Cultural Society

Barbara Ducks, Legacy Magazin e

Company's Coming

Cit y of Edmonton Archi ves

University of Alberta

Old Strathcona Foundation

Sheila Johnston

Carolyn Kent

Relax and enjoy

your summer



" AII Award (J(M er it shall be presentcdjrom lime 10

lime...to anv eligible business. corporation. socictv.

gOl'el1llllelll. church or other corporate body"...ill the

clllegory o] "meritorious sc).... ice 10 the preservation.

promotion or development (J(Alberra:~ histo ry over II

period ofseveral yellrs. "

HSA Award of Merit 2008

Nominated hy the Ce ntral Alberta

Historical Society. the Historical Society

of Alberta's Award of Merit for 2(XlX went

to The Confluence Heritage Society

In 1lJ26 Rocky Mountain House was

designated as a national historic site

(RMHNHS). This was the western most

post on the fur trade route to Montreal for

the Northwesters and Hudson Bay traders

of the Hudson Bay Company. TIle rapids

on the North Saskatchewan River there.

determined the location of the end of river

traffic. The land was purchased from the

Brierly family in the early I970s. and

officially opened as a national histori c site.

A visitors centre was huilt in 1979. and hy

2<Xl4 the site included interpretive walking

trails. a replica play fort for children. a

ce ntennial canoe trip exhibit, a

river day-usc area. a camp site. a

bison paddock and remnants of the

three differe nt forts built at this

site.

As well as the recently built facilities.

significa nt cultural and archeological arti­

facts arc also located at the RMHNHS.

These include sacred Aboriginal burial

grounds. two chimneys from the 1864 fort

and subterranean remnants of the three dif­

ferent forts that once operated at this site.

In 2(Xl4 a downgrade and the removal of

interpreter services was proposed hy Parks

Canada. There was no consultation with

the local group at that time (Friends of the

Rocky Mountain House National Historic

Site I. This signaled action for the Friends.

They re-established as the Confluence

Heritage Society with the mission to

preserve. support and promote our

Western Canadian history and culture.

Thorou gh. persistent lobbying and

advocacy prevailed. As a consequence. the

federal Government allocated 2.9 million

dollars to the Rocky Mountain House site.

Present and future Canadians have an

interpreted site that invokes a reminiscent

view of what was. for all who stop there.

Co ngratulations to The Confluence

Heritage Society on their hard work.

Rocky Mountain House - Come In And Visit an International Treasure

Fro m The Grey Coa t Review. Issue 5.
Su mmer Term 2007 .
Wehsite : www.gc h.org .uk.

Canada. Mr. Guy
Saint Jacques. among
gove rnors. staff and
contacts of the school.

It was a wonderful
occas ion that high­
lighted the signifi­
cancc of Thompson in
his exploration and
mapping of Canada.

.. . . . I .. ·.1 ' f

With thanks to the
sponsor of the plaque.
The Grey Coa t
Hospital Foundation
and to the Canadian
Tourism Commissio n

for sponsoring this event.

Green Plaque Unveiled to Honour
David Thompson

On June 26. 2(Xl7. Ray Mears. Survival
Expert & TV Personality unveiled a
Westm inster gree n plaque at the St.
Andrews building. Grey Coat School.
Lond on. UK. In honour of David
Thom pso n who attended the school
between 1777 and 1784.

The plaque unveiling was attended hy

the Lord Mayor. Councillor Carolyn Keen
and the Deputy High Commissioner for

For current information visit the web­
site: www.davidthompsonthings.com

The History of
Rocky Mou ntain
House - Is a mix­
ture of trut h, leg­
end. and tales
where sometimes
the truth far out­
strips the legends. It

is the story of Rocky Mountain House. of
its great fur trade history. and of David
Thompson. arguably the greatest geogra­
pher the world has ever known. The pur­
pose of this website is to promote David
Thompson and all things related to him
including aboriginal impacts. new discov­
cries, life at the Rocky Mountain House
forts. and Thompson's treks through the
mountain passes. There is much history
here. It is the sweeping story of the great
North Saskatchewan River and the men
and women who passed our way. David
Thompson is one of Canada's great ligures

and his marriage to Charlotte Small for 57
years is one of our cndcaring love stories.







Brian W. Hutchison Scholarship Winner 2007

Th e Alberta Family Histories Soc iety is pleased to announce that the wi nner o f the $5 00 Brian W. Hut chi son Ge nea log ica l

Sc ho lars hip for 2007 is Ms. Ma rg Aldridge o f Richmond Hill. O N.

Ms. Aldridg e's submiss io n included an essay enti tled "Barna rdo's Hom e Documents" and a four ge neratio n ge nea log ical rep ort

e ntitled " Descendants o f Zecha ria h Ac krcd/Acrcd." Th e essay describes Ms. A ld ridge's ex periences o ver three dec ad es in

obtaining record s of her grandmo ther's family from the Barnardo organization. T he ge nealogical rep ort desc ribes fou r ge ne ra tio ns

of ancestors and descendants of her grand mo ther wh o was a Barnardo child .

Ms. A ldridge's material has been publi sh ed on the Sc holarships page, whe re det ail s o f the Sc ho larship requirement s can a lso be

found - www.afh s.ab.ca/scholarship.

Ms Aldridge is a member of the York and S imcoe Branch es of OGS.

Th e A lbe rta Fami ly Histori es Society is pleased to anno unce the av ai labi li ty of the Brian W. Hut ch ison Genealogical Sc ho larship

o f up to $500. Th e sc ho lars hip is to be awarded annua lly to a Canadian resid ent. to ward the cost of tu ition and book s. for the

recipient to study the field of ge nealogy and fami ly history in a recogni zed educatio na l o r accred itat ion /certi fica tio n program.

Th e Bri an W. Hut chi son Sc ho lars hip is fund ed by an endowme nt to the A lbe rta Fam ily Histor ies Socie ty fro m Bria n W.

Hut ch ison . CG. FSA (Scot). principal of GEN-F IN D Resea rch Associates. [nco

It is Mr. Hut chi son 's wis h to e nco urage Canad ians to pu rsue for ma l study o f ge ne a logica l analysis. research. evaluatio n. and

document ati on meth od ologies and standa rds .

Requirements

Prospecti ve applica nts are to submi t applicat ion s to an evalua tio n co m mittee, which w ill judge the merit s o f eac h applicat ion

and make a single aw ard annually. In the event no applicant is deemed to qu ali fy. that year 's award wi ll be hel d over for the future .

The ap pl icati on wi ll co nsis t of a shor t essay. a 4 ge neration ped ig ree and the applicant's plan of study . The ap plicant's study plan

sha ll indicate the detail ed costs fo r tui tio n and text book s to wh ich the sc ho larship w ill be applied . Th ere are no age lim its for appl i­

cants .

The pedigree is to document a sing le line of fam ily ancestry for four ge nera tio ns pri or to 1900 and to be supported by so urce

document ati on and notes. The acco mpanyi ng essay is to disc uss one typ e ge nea log ical record, its ben efits and limitation s. how it

can be accessed and how it has been used in the cand idate's pedi gree. Th e essay sho uld be ]()OO to 150 0 words in length.

Th e ch osen appl icant 's es say may be publi shed in the C hinook qu art erl y journal o f the A lbe rta Fa mily Histor y Society. Both the

Essay and Ge nea logi ca l Record will be publi shed on the Socie ty 's websi te .

Further Information

Det a iled require me nts. applicatio n fo rm and pre viou s w inne r 's s ubmiss io n are ava ilable from the we bs ite:

www.ufhs .ab.ca/scho larship .

Or requireme nts and applica tion form are av ai lab le by writing to:

A lberta Family Histor ies Society

7 12 16 Ave nue NW

Calga ry A B T2M OJ X

Atte ntio n: Sc ho lars hip Com mi ucc

Th e deadl ine for app lica tions is 31 December 200X



Sodbuster Museum Open

Ron Williams invites everyone to vis it thc Stro me Sodhustcr Muse um which is

ope n for the seaso n. Thursday to Sunday from noon until .+ pm

For a personal tour ca ll Ron at 7XO-376-3753. to arrange a time .

Th is Mu seum includes not o nly local pioneer arti facts hut much more:

Abo rigi na l d ispl ays. anima ls o f the prairies. churc h ves tme nts to nam e a few.

Th e Mu seum is located in three bu ild ings o n Mai n Stree t and has a farm ann ex

with dis p lays of eq uipme nt.

Th e Mu seum is we ll wo rth a visit. Wc look forward to sharing mem or ies with

many visitors . See yo u in St rome, Ron Williams

Sodbuster Museum

Wchsitc : http :// www.villagcofst rom c.com/

Take a Virt ual Tour of the museum at:

http ://www.sccvirtu a1360.com/111 60

Village o f Stro me . Web site : www .villageofstro mc .co m. email: strornc ts'tclusplanct.nct. Phon e: 7XO-376-355X.

Historically Important Artifacts Coming Home To Alberta
Sir Samuel Steele Collection

News Release June X. 200X Edmo nto n.

Minister Blac kett vis iting Londo n to repatria te Sir Samuel Stee le co llec tion

Culture and Community Spirit Minis ter Lindsay Black en is traveling to the United Kingd om Jun e 16-20 to brin g horne to

Albe rta a historicall y sig nifica nt co llec tion of western Ca nad ian artifac ts and document s.

"The repatriatio n of the recently-d iscovered Si r Sa muel Stee le coll ect ion is a defi ning mom ent in protecting and preserv ing

our province ' s cultura l heritage." sa id Black ett. "These pre viou sly unseen personal records for m a critical part of our history. as

they represe nt an imp ort ant time in A lberta 's de velopment and growth - and co uld ac tually rewrite our history as we know it:'

Sir Sa mue l Stee le was a Ca nad ian ico n who was a mem ber of both thc North-West Mounted Police and the Lord Stra thco na's

Horse (Royal Canadians) . He spe nt much of his .+0 years in western Ca nada, in what is now the province of Albe rta . Stee le left

detailed accounts o f his invo lveme nt in many significa nt domest ic events such as early se ttleme nt and policing of wes ter n

Ca nada . the Klondike Go ld Rush. as we ll as Canada's major military ca mpaigns abro ad . Th e co llec tio n has been acquire d from

Stee le ' s descendant s through a dedi cated e ffor t led by the Unive rsity of Alberta.

Th e co llection will be ce remo nia lly repatria ted at Ca nada Hou se in Lo ndo n on Jun e II.) by His Royal Highness Prince

Edward. Ear l of Wessex and Honou rary De puty Commissioner o f the Royal Ca nadia n Mounted Pol ice . Upo n return to Albe rta ,

the document ar y materi al s wi ll be held and preserved at the Univers ity o f Alberta libraries. Ma terials will also be digiti zed and

made avai lable o n the Peel 's Pra irie Pro vince's we bsi te (www.pccl.library.ualberta.ca) for access hy all Ca nadia ns. Stee le 's uni ­

forms. med als a nd other military mem orab ilia wi ll be housed at the G lcnhow Museum.

More information abo ut thc Sa m Stee le Co llection, includ ing photos. arc ava ilable at www.lihrary.ualhcrta .ca/ mcd iaroom

Shaw na Casso Communica tions

Alberta C ulture and Co mmunity Spirit

7XOAn .6530

shaw na .cass@gov.ah.ca



William Alfred Wilson, MD, FRCS (Edin), FRCSC 1874-1951
by Dr. Robert Lampard

" Whispering Will ie" march ed to his

ow n time. A ruggedly ind ependent

physici an a nd surgeo n. he was the

patri arch o f (now) four ge nera tions o f

Western Ca nadian physici an s.

Introduction : Dr. Willi am Alfre d

Wilson and his so n Dr. Don ald Robert

Wi lson pro vided over ninet y years

( 1900- 199 I ) o f co ntinuo us co ntributions

to the march o f medicine in Ca nada.

mo st ly in A lberta (1904- 199 I ). They

perpe tuated a medica l trad ition of serv ice

by the Wi lson fami ly. ma tched only by

the sev e n ge ne ra tio ns o f Me wburn

physicians. Dr. W.A. Wi lson 's grea t­

gre a t-grandfather was a ph ysici an in

England circa 1760. Seven of the next

eig ht ge neratio ns in the Wil son fam ily

included at lea st one physic ian .

Dr. W.A . Wi lso n came to Ed mo nto n

and prac ticed fro m 1904 until 194 3 at the

Edmo nto n Ge neral. Royal A lexa ndra and

Unive rs ity Hospital s . From 1944 to

J9-l7. he worked for the Workme n's

Compe nsatio n Board (WCB) . Hi s

surgical spec ia lty was the treatment o f

bone fractures. Dr. Wilson 's retirement

from the WCB in 1947. co incided with

the return to Ed mo nto n of his eldest so n

Dr. D.R. Wi lson. who joined the UofA's

Fac ulty o f Medi cin e. Dr. D.R . Wilson

co ntinued his fat her 's trad ition o f teach­

ing. prac tic ing. researching. and co n­

tributi ng to org anized medicine . Dr.

W.A. W ilson 's second eldes t so n Go rdo n

graduated as an ortho pedic surgeon and

ret urned to Edmonton to joi n the UolA

Fac ulty o f Med ic ine .

Dr. Wil son 's med ical years were high ­

lighted by his early acade mic contributions

to the Fac ulty o f Med ic ine. Th ey starte d

in 191 7 whe n he was appoi nted the firs t

clinical ins tructor at the Uo fA. By 192 2

he was a n associa te pro fessor. In 192Xhe

becam e the President of the College o f

Physician s and Surgeons . Th at ye ar his

interests change d . Th e College face d an

Albe rta governme nt that was progres­

sive ly mak ing un ilat e ral dec is ions

affec ting the pract ice o f med icine. It

culmi nated wit h the governme nt initiated

I92 X Legislati ve Inqu iry to determine if

"state medi c ine" was feasible in Alberta.

F ro m 192X to 193X: Drs. W A. Wilson

and A.E. Archer we re elec ted Presid ent s

o f the College of Ph ysici an s and

Surgeons of Alberta four and three tim es

respective ly. T he y orga nized and

prese nted the Alberta College princip le­

based healt h insurance brie fs to the

Hoadl ey Co mmiss ion (1932) and to the

Rowell-Siro is Co mmissio n ( 193X). Th e

prin cipl es were incorporated into the

Hoadl ey Commission's pr ogr ess and

fina l repo rts ( 1933. 1934 ) and the CMA's

Plan for Health Insu rance in Ca nada

( 1934) . Th ose pr inc iples became the

basis for CMA disc uss ions wi th prov incial

and fed eral gove rn me nts o n "st at e"

health insurance in Ca nada.

In Alberta's darkest fi sca l days (1933)

the Hoadl ey Co mmiss io n recommended

the pro vince co ntribute two-ninth s of the

cost of the proposed Plan A (rural) or B

(urban) health insurance programs. T he

offer was en shrined in the Alberta Health

Insurance Ac t o f 1935, which was passed

but no t promulgat ed . T he princ ipl es

whi ch suppo rted a co ntributory health

insurance plan . becam e the basis for the

C MA's posit ion for the next ten years.

and the (federal) Hacger ty prop osal for a

national health insurance plan in 1943.

From Youth To M D I X74-1 900:

Willi am A lfred Wilso n was born in

Carlto n Place. thirty-fi ve miles west of

O ttawa on November I, IX7-l, O ne of his

cl assmates was Dr. Harry Wallace. the

fath er o f Dr. Doug las Wall ace. who

se ttled in Wainwri ght. Both bec ame we ll

known G P surgeons.

A fte r grad ua ting fro m sc hoo l. yo ung

Wi llie Wilson appren ticed for three years

as a ph arm aci st in Carle ton. He lea rne d

ho w to write presc ri pti on s in La tin.

which he did for the res t of his li fe . O nce

in practi ce in Ed mo nton. Dr. Wi lson

dictat ed his prescription s to the only

Edmonton pharm acist who under stood

Latin , G raydo n Smith.

Fo llowing in the foots teps o f his

gra nd fa the r and gre a t-grand father.

Wi lso n en tered me dicine a t McGi ll and

grad uated as Dr. W. A. Wil son M.D .C.M .

in 1900 . After inte rn ing at the Montreal

Ge neral and Verdun Hospitals. the latter

with a foc us in psychiatry. he journeyed

to London and Ed inburgh for a year.

Th e re he ea rned hi s fell owsh ip a nd

FRCS (E di nb urg h) . in surgery.

Unse tt led. Dr. Wi lso n traveled for two

years as a ship's surgeon. ve nturi ng

around the glo be twice. He returned to

Canada and Winn ipeg in 1903 . before

movin g to Ed mo nton whe n it was still in

the NWT in late 1904.

T he Ed mon to n General Hospital

a nd Royal Alexander Hospital Yea rs

1904-1 922: Fro m 1904 to 191 0. Dr.

Wi lson ran a horse-and- buggy practice .

His postgraduate tra ining in surgery was

soon ca lled up on. Duri ng his first year.

he met teac he r H.H. Hepburn and

co nv inced him to pursue a career in

med icine. which he did ri sing to become

the Professor and Head of Surgery at

Uo fA from 1949 unti l 1950. O n Jul y 15.

1907 he assisted his partner. Dr. Du nca n

Smit h. d uring a lap aro tom y on a two­

year o ld yo ung g ir l. The abdo men was

abscessed and full o f free pus. The re had

been no wa lling off o f the four- inch lon g

kinked. perforated appe ndix. The abscess

continued on page 11
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required drainage twice postopera tively

through the incision.

Dr. Wilson's fir st interest in organized

medicine surfaced in llJOlJ when he was

elected President of the Northern Alberta

Medical Association. During his year it

was renamed the Centra l Alberta

Medical Association, and four years later

became the Edmonton Academy of

Medicine ( IlJ 13).

In IlJ10 Dr. Wilson bought a four­

cylinder Cadillac. Fortunately the horse

stables were nearby as the y were

frequently called upon and were more

reliahle. His stabled horse Old Mac. was

often lined hack into harness usually

because the Cadillac failed. especially

during WWI and the IlJ IlJ flu epide mic.

Not infrequently a dead tired Dr. Wilson

was brought home by good horse sense.

From his horse-and-buggy experiences

Dr. Wilson acquired a love of horses. He

would later own his own race horse

which he loved to watch.

In his first years in practice Dr. Wilson

was on the medical staff of the

Edmonton General Hospital (EGH) and

Alexa ndra (after 1907 the Royal

Alexa ndra) Hospital. except durin g

hunting season. Throughout his life. he

would take fall hunting breaks. In sea­

son. he would carry a shotgun to his

office and shoot a few ducks in the

slough across from the EGH. In his later

yea rs. he hunted with Dr. Richard

Proctor. the head of Radiology at UAH.

His northern hunting expeditions helped

referrals. They also led to an appointment

as the Canadian government's surgeon

for northern Alberta.

In IlJ II Edith Tait and five nurses from

the Royal Victoria Hospital in Montreal.

came to Edmonton to start a School of

Nursing at the Royal Alexander Hospital

(RAH). Ms. Tait befriended bachelor

Wilson. They were married on October

20, 1911. That winter Dr. Wilson began

construction of a house for the newly­

weds. Progress was slow. so the couple

spent their first winter living in a tent.

In 19I2, the Uof'A Senate accepted the

request of the College of Physicians and

Surg eons to become the examining

authority for registering new physicians.

Dr. Wilson was appointed the Examiner

in Ohstet rics for northern Alberta. For

the August 10-13, IlJ 12 CMA annual

meetin g in Edmo nton, Dr. Wilson

arranged the medica l program for the

Chairman of the Convention. Uo lA

President H.M. Tory.

In 1917 Dr. Wilson became the UolA's

first clinical instructor. His appointment

commenced with the first class of third

year medical students. The students were

transferred to the RAH for their clinical

orientation, because the Military Hospital

Commission and the Soldiers' Civil Re­

establi shment (SCR) Commission had

acquired the Strathcona Hospital to treat

return ing veterans from IlJ16-1922. Dr.

Wilson would he joi ned hy another

clinica l instructor in 1922, Dr. Gordon

Gray. Although Dr. Wilson did not enlist.

he responded like most physic ians hy

working day and night to treat the cases

referred to them from the practices of

their absent co lleagues. On one occasion

dur ing the 1919 flu epidemic. he was

away from home for almost three straight

weeks. His sister Evelyn, did enlist in 1915

leaving her position as Superintendent of

the hospital in Connecticut. She became

the Matron of the Canadian Army

Hospitals at Lennox Island (Dardanelles).

No.2 General (France), and No. 3 General

Hospital (Amicus).

Practice at the UAH 1922-1947: The

University of Alberta "bought hack" the

SCR Strathco na Hospital in Oc tober

1922 for $ 150,OOll and opened it in

November 1922 as the University of

Alberta Hospital (UA H). The UAH was

reopened as a "closed" hospital with

medical appointments by invitation only.

Dr. Frank Mcwhurn of Calgary was

recruit ed as the Professor of Surgery in

192 1. foll owin g the appointment of Dean

of Medicine, Dr. A.e. Rankin . under the

terms of the conditional $5ll0.000 1920

Rockefeller grant. Drs. Mcwburn and

Wilson were appointed to the UAH

medical staff and the first Medical

Advisory Board. Dr. Wilson was named

the Associate Professor of Surgery.

Dr. Wilson worked at the UAH for the

rest of his medica l and academic career.

Initially the Department of Surgery con­

sistcd of eight surgeons. In the 1925

UAH annual report Dr. Wilson was listed

as "o ne of the visiting indoor surgeons".

In 1926 he probably received an "Alberta

Diploma". acknowledging him as a spe­

cia list in surgery. In 1930 the Royal

College reassessed his trainin g and

experienc e in surgery and awarded him

an FRCSe. By IlJ31 Dr. Wilson had

become the "se nior surgeo n" in the

Department of Surgery.

1922 was a noteworthy year in unothcr

way. Wilson' s Cadi llac completely

ex pired. It was replaced with a

McLaughlin Buick . On one of Dr.

Wilson 's first drives past the curren t site

of the Edmonton Petroleum Club. the

steering wheel came off, The car drove

into the adjace nt slough. No passengers

were injured.

Sometime during the I920's, as the

Northern Alberta Railway surgeon, Dr.

Wilson was called to Maycrthorpc. A

railway man had caught his leg under the

wheels of a train. The mangled leg was

still trapped when Dr. Wilson arrived. It

required an amputati on on the spot.

followed hy a transfer to the RAH.

Another accident occurre d when the air­

plane Dr. Wilson and his son Don were to

co ntinued on page 12
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have ridden. dep ar ted instead with two

soon-to-be pati ent s. W hile fa ther and so n

Wi lso n watched. the plane dipped o n

take off, caught the air plane wing and did

a co mplete IRO" turn before cras hing.

The pilot' s jaw was neatly but completely

severed . The passenger had a compression

fracture of his verte bra. A fter the cra sh

the plane ig nited . burning both

occupants. They we re taken to the RAH

wh ere Dr. Wilson wi red the fracture jaw.

Th e spina l fracture was treated with a

full bod y cas t and a dose of whis key

ever y two days.

In his fort y-two-page manuscr ipt

entitled "Life With My Medi cal Fathe r"

Dr. D.R. Wilson reca lled the ninet y-mil e

hou se call his fath er made to Atha busca

to visi t the son of fur trader Co lin Fraser.

Th e boy had developed lobar pneumonia.

Dr. Wil son arr ived j us t as the youngster

was go ing th rou gh the eighth da y

"crisis" . Moth er Fraser becam e very

ag ita ted when Dr. Wil son le ft her so n' s

room and wo uld not return . Whe n he did

re turn they found the boy alert . sitt ing up

and mu ch impro ved to his moth er 's

surprise and joy. Co lin Fraser made

peri odi c visits to sec Dr. Wil son in

Edmo nton. Th e Frase r fam ily ofte n paid

their bill s in furs. O n one occasio n Fraser

cam e to Ed monton to make a paym en t.

His inatt ent ion to his ow n hygiene during

the winter permeated the roo m. and it

emptied in minutes.

In 1925 Dr. L.c. Conn spe nt an

evening at the Wil son hom e . The topi c of

di scu ssi on was the insulin isol ator,

Professor LB . Coll ip. Co lli p was

co mple ting an MD w ith the fir st

gradua ting class at UofA. His obs tetrical

deli very card was incomplete. Dr. Wilson

wa nted an exce ptio n made. to allow

Co llip to gra dua te with the cl ass o f 1925.

Th e loud discussion co ntinued late into

the night. Dr. Co nn had his way and Dr.

Collip graduated with the second cla ss in

1926.

The Alherta College and the

Medical Insurance Negntiatinns 1928­

1943: By 19 2X Dr. Wil son was a

respect ed se nio r member o f the

College/AMA fraternity. With Dr. F J .

Fo wlins bc c, he attended a C algary

Medical Society meeting o n January 3,

192X. Th e top ic o f discu ss ion was the

appointment o f a full -t ime physici an

Registrar for the College . Four provin ces

a lread y had paid full time Med ica l

Regi strars . At the end o f the di scu ssion .

it wa s agreed that every physic ian in the

province wo uld be circularized o n the

subjec t because o f the cost involved .

That was not the o nly reason for the

vi s it. Th e top ic switched 10 "sta te

medicine" . Dr. Wilson sa id he anticipated

that " new legi slation was brewing in the

Provinci al Hou se" . He d id not know

what ame ndme nts to the Health Ac t were

bein g proposed. but he knew th e

Min ister of Health (Hoa dley) had so me

"prop osed am endments along the line of

soc ialized medi cin e as in New Ze a land.

whe re the best med ical and surgica l

talent is shut out from the hospitals .. ." .

Th at wa s according to Dr. Malcolm

Macliachcrn o f the American Co llege o f

Surgeons. who had recentl y rev iewed the

Ne w Ze a la nd ex pe rie nce with the

Edmonto n med ical men .

In Februa ry 192X. ML As Fred Wh ite

and C hris Pattinson (La bor) mad e a

moti on to have a Legislati ve Inquiry into

the feasibility of a "sta te medi cin e" pro­

g ra m for A lbe rta . Th e mot ion was

approved by the UFA go vern me nt. Th e

seventy-two page rep ort wa s tabled in

Feb ruary 1929 and indi cat ed that such a

plan was feas ible .

A ltho ug h the rep ort was not

impl em ent ed . the AMA/CPSA soon had

mo re reason s to be alarmed at th e

gove rn me nt 's interventi on int o the

practi ce of med icin e. In Fe bruary 1929.

the Munic ipal District Ac t was am end ed

to a llow munic ipa liti es to usc tax

revenue to pay for munic ipal doctors. as

was already legal in Saskatchewan and

had been since 19 16. Th e sa me ye ar the

1922 UA H Ac t. whi ch restru ctured the

UAH bOaITI was implemented . It permi tted

one- ha lf o f the eight Board positi ons to

be fill ed by go vern me nt appo intme nts .

They were.

Th e College o f Ph ysici an s and

Surgeo ns of Albert a respond ed by see king

co mmitted men to react 10 the go ve rn­

ment' s intervention s . " W his pe ring

Willie" as he becam e known and Dr.

A .E. Archer of Lamont alon g with Dr.

J .S. Mc liachcrn provided it. Dr. Wilson

wa s el ected President o f the Alberta

Co llege of Physicians and Surgeo ns in

192X and again in 193 3, 1937 and 193R.

Dr. A .E. Archer was President in 1930.

1931 , and agai n in 1936 . Both remained

Co llege board members during the less

critica l years . Th e Co llege was unu sually

important as it had me rged with the

AMA in 1921/22. It co llec ted the

regi strati on dues a nd fees from

physician s in the pro vince. Th en the

Co llege paid a negoti ated am ount to the

Alberta Medi cal Associatio n.

In 1930 the C MA's Co mmittee on

Eco nomics rec ommended the C MA

develop a se t of prin ciples to add clarit y

to the subj ect o f "s ta te medi cine" . Littl e

happened until Februa ry 1932. whe n the

A lbe rta Legisl ature respo nde d to the

annua l Wh ite/Pattin son motion by

appointing the Hoadley Commiss io n to

design a state med icin e plan for Alberta .

T he plan was to be an impl cmcntable

one. The co mmiss io n secre tary was Dr.

A .C. McGu gan . Th e two cabine t

members on the Com miss io n were

Hea lth Mini ster George Hoadl ey and

Ministe r With out Portfoli o Irene Parl by.

conti nued on page 13
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Drs. Wil son and Archer presented the

College brier to the Hoadley

Co mmission on November 8. 1932 . Th e

Alberta Co llege brief was base d on the

med ical ins urance pr inciples draft ed by

the Briti sh Med ical As soc iation in 1930.

Drs. Wilson and Archer co mpleted

their present ati on of the Co llege brie f on

December II . 12. 1932. O n December

13. l-l the Hoadley Commission revised

their preliminary report. It was released

in the spring of 1933. On No vember

29. 1932. between the two College of

Physician s and Surgeon s (C PSA)

present ations to the Hoadley

Co mmiss ion. the CMA exe cuti ve met

a nd charge d its Co mmittee on

Eco nomics with developin g A Plan for

Health Insu rance in Canada.

To keep the ir co lleag ues informed.

Drs. W.A. Wilson . A.C. McGuga n. and

(Co nservative MLA) Dr. W.A. Atk inso n

participated in a sta te health insuran ce

panel orga nized by the Ed mo nto n

Acade my of Med icine . Drs. Wilson and

Archer then ca nvassed AMA members to

determine the ir level of support for a

health insurance plan throu ghout 1933.

Th e questionnaires we re returned by 227

physician s. They favored a plan 20: I.

The Hoadley Commi ssion a nd the

CMA plan were both tabled in the spring

of 193-l. Th ey were in basic agreem ent

on the med ical insurance co mponents of

the proposal s. Th e Hoadle y

Commission's prel iminary a nd fina l

report s we nt further. They recommended

the UFA govern me nt co ntribute two­

ninth s of the cost for a Plan A and/o r B.

in a co ntributo ry health insura nce plan .

The Alberta govern me nt ac ted on the

report 's recommendations in March 1935

by passin g the Alberta Health Insurance

Act. After the Brownlee "scandal" of

193-l and the Social Credit promise of

free "scrip t" . the UFA ML A's were

de feated in August 1935.

While the Ac t was not implemented.

neither the new Soc ial Cred it government

nor the Alberta Co llege changed their

position on health insura nce . In Apri l

1938. Drs. Wilson and Arc her agai n

present ed Co llege of Physici ans and

Surgeo ns brier to the Rowell -Siro is

Commission ( 1937- 19-l0). whic h was

studying federal-provincial responsibilities

for socia l programs. The Co llege brief

restated the suppor t o f the Co llege for the

principles for a health (hos pital plus

medi cal ) insur ance plan . as they had to

the 193-l Hoadle y Co mmission.

Dr. Arche r assumed the mantle for

presenting the Alberta positi on through

the CM A. follow ing the retirement of Dr.

McEachern as CMA President in 1935.

Back in Edmo nton Dr. Wilson found

time to sq ueeze in ex trac urric ular

teac hing reques ts. At the popul ar annual

Co ntinuing Medica l Educa tio n refresher

courses. where he regu larly presented

lectures on the principl es of frac ture

treatm ent.

In I ()3~/39 Dr. W ilson was again

President of the Co llege . Co ncurrently

he was the representative of the Co llege

on the AMA Board . and a member of the

Finance. Legislation. Educatio n. and

Discipline Co mmittees of the Co llege.

As well. he was on the AMA Co mmittees

on Pharmacy a nd Hosp ital Ser vice .

Rarely out o f harness. and apparently

never ab le to ever say no. Dr. Wil son was

appointed C hairman of the Fi nance

Co mmittee for the 19-12 CMA annua l

meet ing in Jasper.

Dr. Wilson attended the spec ial CMA

meet ing in Montreal held on January IX­

19. 19-13. ca lled by the CMA President

Dr. A.E. Archer. Dr. Wil son voted along

with seventy- three othe r CMA del egates.

for a national health insurance plan for

Ca nada. The final vo te was 73-0 in favor.

In 19-17 Dr. Wilson was made a life

member of the Co llege of Physicians and

Surgeons. By then he had retired from

pract ice and was wor king as the Chie f

Medi cal Examiner at the Workmen 's

Co mpe nsatio n Board.

The Dr. W.A. Wilson Family: As his

so n freque ntly noted . "Whisp ering

Willie" marched to his ow n time. It was

neither Ed mo nto n's nor Mountain

Standard . He would appear on the right

day, but not necessar ily the right hour

and certainly not the right minute. He

was always late for his office appoint­

ments, ju st as he was for supper. A

nighthawk. he would stay up with a rye

whiskey and still be working at 2:30 am.

In his last yea rs. Dr. Wilson developed

Type II di abetes. He becam e a brittle

insul in-dependent di abeti c. Diab et ic

retinitis followed but it did not change

his per sonal ity. He rem ained a "very

indepe nde nt old bird" . Dr. Wilson died in

Jan uary 1951 .

The Wi lso n's e lde st son. Don ald

Robert (D.R.) Wilson. was born on

January 20. 1913. the same da y as Hebert

Jam ieson ' s only son. D.R . wo uld be

followed by Go rdo n (born Jun e 2. 1915)

who becam e a UofAlUA H orthopedic

surgeon: A llen (born October 8. 19 IX) a

diabetic who died at age twenty-eight :

Mar garet (bo rn Ma y 5. 192 2). and

Wil fred (born May IX. 1927 ) also a

diabet ic, who had Downs Sy ndro me and

died in December 19-13.



Rock"
Mountain
Kids

by Li nda

Goye tte

With careful

research an d

im a g inat ion .

author Li nda

Goyette has

crea ted a co llec tion o f 25 stories based on

the true stories of nam ed childre n of the

past and present.

Too often the yo unges t Ca nadians are

erased from our histori cal mem ory. Rocky

Mountai n Kids pro vid es firs t person

creative non -fiction narr atives from the

region's childre n. many of who m we nt on

to be influential ad ults. In the style of its

successful pred ecessor. KidIl IlJII{OIl. these

are lively and enterta ining sto ries. but they

don 't flinch in their des cri ption of hardship

and heroism .

Balanced and we ll-researched, Goyette

writes of First Nation s, Meti s, imm igrant

and settler childre n as we ll as contcmpo­

rary kids of the Rockies. with informative
postscript to help reade rs di stin gui sh

between the fact and the fi cti on, Agai nst

the timeless backdrop of [he Rockies. we

can all embrace a sense of childhood wonder.

Ju ven ile non-ficti on

97X-I-X97 1-l2-32-5

5.5 x 7.5. 12X pages

$ 12.95

Ma rch 200X

Windows to our Past

To ce lebrate British Columbia's 150th

birthday. the British Columbia Historical
Fede ratio n has published a 2-l page book­

let wi th 11 7 pos tcards and images from

Books &
Websites

I XXO's thru 1930 - WilldOl\'s 10our Past ­

A pictorial History of British Co lumbia.

Thi s is a lovely addi tion to a library.

resource for researc hers and an interes ting

glimpse of British Co lumbia's co lor fu l

history.

Pri ced at $5.50 whic h includes mailing

to any address in Canada ($6 .50 to U.S.A.

and $X.50 to other co untries)

For addit ion al information regarding

Willdo\\'s 10 our Past or fix membersh ip

information con tac t Ron Hyde at

newsletter @bchi story.ca and our we bsi te

www.bchisiory.ca.

Francis Willard Greenfield - A Passing of Historical/Memorial Significance

G ree tings . I wa nt to make yo u aware o f the passin g o f an Alberta pion eer / hom esteader and loved member o f the co mm unity.

Fra nc is Wi llard G reen fie ld came to the Peace Ri ver country in 19-16 in respon se to the A lberta Govern me nt offer for post wa r

ve terans. The offe r o f free land in the form o f a hom estea d was ex te nde d to Vetera ns and indeed man y came to take ad vantage o f

thi s. Father wo rked w ith and sett led as a result o f the " Lassite r cl earin g project" that opened up the ra w bush land making it ready

for the homestead ers.

My folks se tt led in Eag lcsha m and began to build a life. a home and a business. On Apr il 2 1 200X Francis Willard Gree nfie ld

passed away at age X9 ( 19 19- 20(8) A we bs ite has been created in his mem ory to hon ou r both my parents and preserve the

leg acy tha t was begun so lon g ago.

The story o f Fra nc is Will ard Gree nfie ld and Marjorie Grace G ree nfie ld is preserved on a mem orial we bsite that ca n be found at

www.grcc nfie ldpac ific .ca (the life and tim es of Francis Will ard and Marjorie Grace Greenf ield ).

A few years ago I began writing this hi story and how that simple who lesome hom estead life infl uenced my ow n ca reer. lead ing

to a li fe of advent ure and world travel.

T his history is preserve d in the new ly pub lished book Chi ld or the Land and is available fro m Traffor d Publi she rs in Victo ria

B.C . httpr/Zwww.childofthcland.cu/

T ha nk yo u for takin g note of these fact s and his torica l publica tio ns .

Dou gl as W. G ree nfield. 182X Hall Road

Seche lt B.C. VON 3A 1

<doug@ greenfield pac ific.ca> 60 -l.XX5.760X . G ree nfie ld Pac ific Bus iness index http://www.greenlieldpacifi c.ca.

Wc hs itcs : http://ww w.art scri ptpublicati on s.ca

hup.z/www.scni orswcsr.ca

http :// www.bl ea sd alegl obal .ca

hnp i//www.childofthcland .cu
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Chinook Country Historical Society
Write to
311. 223 12 Avenue SW
Ca lga ry. AB. T2R OG 9 by Tom Hamp, President

Hello Alberta!

Chinook Country Historical Society

held its Annual General Meeting at the

Dani sh Club on March 25, 200X, with a

presentation by publi c historian David

Finch. With grea t food, grea t company

and David's informative and entertaining

talk on the oilpatch booms and busts,

eve ryo ne had a great time. Thanks to all

the volunteers and Shena Gourlay for

bringing the event together and to Laurel

Halladay for her exce llent work on the

silent auction.

I would like to extend my appreciation

to Chinoo k Co untry Board Members

who are not return ing to the board this

year. Wc are grateful to Sheila Groga n

for her dil igent work coordi nating past

newsletter distributi on, and Haifa Sclo

for her many years handling a number of

portfolios.

Serv ing on the board this year will be

Tom Hamp as President , Carro l Jaques as

Past President, Henry Mur zyn as Second

Vice-P resident , Jan et McMaster as

Treasure r. The First Vice-President and

Secre tary positions are currently vacant.

Other memb ers of the Board arc Rubert

Cor mack, Irene De Boni . Gary Ellis,

Shona Gourlay, Laurel Halladay, Kristi

Johnson, George Miln e and Diana

Ringstrom . Wc are looking forward to an

exce llent year of program s under the

direct ion of Laurel Halladay, and our

wonderful AGM and Christmas eve nts

under She na Go urlay.

After the March AG M, there were two

more programs at Fort Ca lgary : Jack

Dunn gave an informative and enterta in­

ing presentation on "The West ward

March of the North west Mounted

Policc" at the April program , and

Richard Parker gave a very interesting

talk on "Calgary's Story A Plan ncr 's

Perspective" at the May program.

Historic Calgary Week will be held

from Friday, July 25 to Sunday, August

3. Our theme will be "Explo re and

Celebrate Our Roots". The eve nt is being

co-chai red by Gary Ellis and Carro l

Jaques.

I look forward to meeting you du ring

Historic Calgary Week .

2009 Conference, Calgary

Next yea r is a jo int conference of the

Historical Soc iety of Alberta and the

Chinook Co untry Historical Society.

Put May 29, 30 and 3 1 on yo ur ca len­

dars, and plan to he there!

This conference is a ga ther ing

That will be held next year

We want yo u all to co me take part

A special time, no fear.

Our province 's rich her itage

Of cultures large and small

That helped Alberta grow up right

A haven for us all.

They worked so hard these peo ple

Both new and "a lways here"

To live their lives. their children raise

Their labour made it clear

That people make the difference

Together or alone

Coo perate or conflic t drawn

Their past' s now writ in stone

But we will see and hear and meet

The stories their lives tell

From researchers and images

We'll hear it told so well

Centennial Items for Sale

We have the following commemorat ive items to cele brate our Ce ntennial

ava ilable at the HSA office for sale.

________ _ - 1

And have a time that' s fine.

We'll see their lives in time and place

We'll listen, laugh and talk

But most of all we' ll learn a lot

From learni ng we don 't balk.

So join us down in Ca lgary

In May 2009

For three days then we'll share the

past

See you in Calgary next May!

$ 10.00

$ 5.00

$ 10.00

100 Years Ce ntennial Conference Bags

100 Years Ce ntennial Pin

100 Years Centennial Leather Coas ter Sets (.+ in a set)

I Plus $ 1.75 postage per order.

I Pleasc send your orders to:

I Thc Historical Soc iety of Alberta

I ~O. Box -Hl35, Stn C

~gary, AB T2T 5M9

~>



Lethbridge Historical Society News & Views
from HSA
Chapters

these at http ://www.ul eth. ca/l ib/di gi­

tized_Collections/. Paper copies of the

newslett ers (and indices) arc still avail­

able in several locations. hut hopefully

this digitization will make the newslet­

ters more access ible to researchers.

Whil e it is certain rewardin g to sec

these projects come to a close. the LH~ IS

still busi ly working on researching and

writin g texts for new plaques . new publi­

cations arc again before the Publishing

Co mmittee . the Herit age Adv isory

Co mmittee (on which the LHS has a

member ) is busily working on reviewing

histor ically important projects and our

programs will get back under way again

come September.

Our Society has been working with the

University of Lethbridge library for the

past year or more to get all of the copies

of the LHS newsletter digiti zed and

available on-line. Th is has now been

accomplished. The newsletter can be

accessed at hllp ://www.uleth .ca/lib/digi­

tized_Collect ions/lh s.asp. If you arc

interested in seei ng all of the different

resources that the Univers ity of

Lethbridge has digit ized. you can access

Indian Bailie Park j ust beside the Bridge

the next time they arc in Lethbridge.

Just days before the unveilin g of the

monument. the Lethbridge Histo rical

Socie ty launched the newest edition of

The Ca nad ian Pac ific Rail way High

Level Bridge book. This book continues

to be one of our best sellers.

Write til
1'0 Box 974
Lethbridge. AB. T IJ 4A2

by Beli nda Cro wson, President

Several projects that the LHS has been

working on for month s (and longer ) arc

starting to come to a close.

The 5th Annual Historic Lethbridge &

Area Week ran May 3 to 10. 200H. The

eve nt was a success and plans arc already

under way for 2009. During the week.

the LHS unveiled live historic buildin g

plaques and launched our newest publ i­

cati on (Vice . Virtu e and Lust :

Lethbridge's Cemeteries) .

The LHS and other partners worked

with Historic Si tes and Monument s

Board of Canada to put up a plaque com­

memorating the construction of the High

Level Bridge as a National Historic

Event. The unvei ling was held on June

27 and those who were not able to a tte nd

should see the new monument located in

United Farmers of Alberta 's History in Motion Is Rolling Your Way

Watch for a piece of Alberta 's history

to roll into your community.

The History in Motion trailer is a 53­

foot long museum -on-wheel s that detai ls

the ncar 100-year history of United

Farmers of Alberta Co-operative

Limited. It has interactive exhibits. edu­

cational displays. games. videos . and a

chance to win a free lawn mower.

History in Motion is a fun chance to

learn about the history of the UFA in

addition to agricultural and co-operative

history.

Th is travelling museum is ow ned and

opera ted by the United Far mers

Historical Socie ty (UF HS) which is a

nonprofit historica l society dedicated to

collecting. preserving and exhibiting the

history of the UFA and rural Alberta.

The artifacts and information in the

exhibit come from the UFHS archives

and artifact collections.

The History in Motion trailer will roll
your way on the followi ng dates :

Roch fort Bridge
Lac Ste. Anne Historic al Soc iety

Heritage Day
Sports Gro unds
August -I. 200H
II am to -I pm

Po nok a
Ponoku County Fair

Ponoka Arena Complex
Aug H. 5 pm-9 pm: Aug 9. 9 am-6 pm:
Aug 10. 12 pm-5 pm

Fort Nelson
Fort Nelson Rodeo

Rodeo Grounds
Aug 16 & 17. 10 urn-S prn

Peace River
Peace River Fan Ctassic, HorseShow & Fair
Peace River Fair Ground s

Aug 23. I I urn-S pm:Aug 2-1. 11am-I pm

Hu xley

Huxley Reunion & History Book Launch
Huxley Community Centre
Aug 30 10 am-5 pm

The History in Motion exhibit is free to

all visitors. air conditioned. and has a full

time facilitator to answer questions and

give tours.

Co ntact:

Leslie Hall. UFHS History Coordinator
Phone: 7'1,0.7 17.-19-10

e-mail: lcslic.hall esufa.com
website: hllp://www.ufa.com/



Central Alberta Historical Society
by Janet WaIter

Write to
c/o Red Deer an d District Mu seum
-l5--PA Ave nue. Red Deer. AB T-lN 6Z6

This spring was a smo rgas bo rd of

histori cal varie ty for CA HS that began

wi th the 13th annual Histori c Fa irs .

Stude nts in Ce ntra l Albe rta, preparing

the ir projects for Historica 200X wo rked

within the new Albe rta Social Stud ies

curr iculum. Local and Canad ian study

topi cs have been shifted to new grades.

As a co nseque nce many teac hers were

new parti cipant s in the program . Local

schools had 255 projects. O f those who

were chosen to co me to the Region al Fair

in Red Deer on the first wee ke nd in May.

23 o f the 70 project s recei ved the

Heritage Exce llence Sea l. Three made

the luck of a draw and w ill take part in

the Nation al event in Victoria this Jul y.

Nea rly fort y Red Deer area resid ent s

took part in the Histor ical Society of

Alberta AG M in Red Deer. Thanks to the

co nc urre nt Roc ky Mountain Hou se

Dav id Thompson Co lloquium. supportive

local peopl e and the line spring weekend

the CA HS boa rd enjoyed being hosts and

the events o f the weeke nd along with

those from across the pro vinc e . Our

cha pte r is e nric hed by having suc h

members as Pat McD onnld and Michael

Dawe. Eac h has spe nt many years on

research and active historical preservation

in his co mmunity. McD onald on David

Thompson and Dawc a life time co llec tion

of the li ves and tim es of Centra l

Alber tan's . Th ese co nfere nce present ers

also sha re a passion for histori cal persons

and for sharing thei r knowledge with

others .

Th e beginn ing peop le of our area were

the Firs t Nation s People . It was their

co ntributions of hospit alit y. knowledge

and labour that made the fur trade possible.

A fter a succession of ge nerations they

are with us in the present and co ntribute

their wisdo m of res pec t for each other.

a ll peopl es and for the ea rth. Th e local

Abo rigina l Youth Dance Troupe who

ope ned the AG M co nference pro vided a

fin e introd uc tio n for our gues ts and

co nference theme.

O ur six th Histori c Red Deer Week.

May 2-l to 3 1. was coordinated by Sue

Bonn . She created a fin e 2-l-page

brochure that liste d the 32 eve nts with

indexed descriptions. locat ion s and daily

calendars for the X-day festi val. On si te

events in City and Co unty as we ll as day

tours made up the program and I X

spo nso rs made it possibl e. On May 26

the Her itage Preservati on Committee o f

the Red Deer a nd di stri ct Mu seum

Socie ty hosted the 200X Heritage

Reco gnition Awa rds in the Red Deer

County Centre . Of the ten nominees four

were se lec ted th is year: Bruce and Trish

Buc kley for the res to ra tion of the 9X yea r

o ld Red Deer Manning Hou se. Les lie

John ston . of Markerville for restoration

and preservat ion of the oldest standing

librar y in Alberta . Red Deer Co unty for a

Herita ge Survey and In ventor y of

County s ites and Ce ntra l Albe rta

Historica Sc hoo l Fairs Project.

Th irty- five peopl e made the CAHS

Mountains Heritage tour Jun e 3-6 . A

co mmittee of Bill McK ay, Bill Bacrgen ,

Caroline Kent and Don Hepburn planned

the route, but it was Don Hepburn who

made the arra nge me nts . He engaged fine

interpreters to g ive in depth inform ation

about the 20 locati on s that made up the

it inerary o f the tour. In add ition he gave

out papers of data as the tr ip progressed

from to place . Th e Bill s gave assis tance

w ith co mme ntaries a nd organizatio n

along the way. Th e fine fea tures o f this

200X venture match the qu alit y of any of

the othe r dozen CA HS spring tours that

Do n has designed . Th e land scapes of still

new dec iduous leaves co ntras ted with the

dar k conifers and spring flo wers and bird

so ngs co mplime nted the mount ain

natural grandeur.



Edmonton & District Historical Society
Write to
Queen Alexandra School.
7730 106 Street NW.
Edmonton. AB. T6E 4W3

Lisa Maltby
President, EDHS

In late April. John Rowand Night and

the ED HS Annual Genera l Mee ting

marked the beginning of a new year for

the Society. The board was please to

bestow EDHS's highest honour on Linda

Co llier, who has served as EDHS

treasurer, newsletter publ ishcr, president.

History Centre coordinator, membership

chair and in other capacities for over 16

years , including the mandatory two-year

hiatus. during which she continued to

publish the newsletter, It was a challenge

to keep Linda's select ion as the Award of

Merit winner from her. especia lly since

she missed only one board meet ing

during the year. It was at that meeting

that we decided to break with tradition

by selecti ng a silting board member. I

can think of no one more deserving of

the award!

Two weeks later. EDHS hosted the

David Thompson Brigade's landing in

Edmonton. The purpose of the landing

was to change crews as the Brigade

paddled from Rocky Mountain House to

Fort William, a re-enactment of David

Thompson's expedition 200 years ago to

report on his exploration west of the

Rockies to the North West Company.

About an hour before the canoes were

due, Brigade ground crew began arriv ing

to help with securing the canoes and to

coordinate the arrival of the flot illa. By

the time the first canoe appeared around

the bend in the river. approx imately 100

people were waiting for them at the boat

landing and in the park above it.

Watching the 13 canoes. festooned with

flags and banners, gradually come into

view was an extraordinary sight and, for

many, quite moving. A shot (feu de joic)

was fired from the canoes, answered by

shots from shore and the canoes landed.

The canoeists were greeted by "James

Hughes" of the North West

Company, a native elder and

two young chi ldre n carrying a

North West Co mpany flag.

Official gree tings. a blessing

ceremony by the elder and the

exchange of gifts were followed

by refreshment s of tea and

bannock for the travellers. A

short 45 minutes later. the

voyageurs were back in their

canoes. headin g dow nstream

Fort Saskatchewan: a lone piper stood

on the river bank and piped them on

their way.

On July 25th. EDHS's 12th historic

festival begins. The official launch of the

Edmonton and Athabaska

District Historic Festival

takes place at 2pm on July

25th at Quee n Alexa ndra

School and everyone is wel­

come. This year. EDHS is

particularly pleased with our

tcstival brochure. no longer

a brochure. but an X-inch by

lO-inch magazine-style guide

- a larger publication than in

the past-which we believe

will be easier to read. The design of the

guide and the concept of interspersing

answers to the con test questions have

already insp ired many favourable

comment s. The larger size has also

means there is space for the increased

number of eve nts and for advertising.

which help s defray the cos t of its

production. This year there are over 600

eve nts listed in the guide, and historic

festivals and special eve nts across the

province arc also featured.

Information on the festival can be

found at www.historiccdmonron.ca

pictures
from the

David
Thompson

Brigade



HSA Calendar of Events - 2008

.lul 25-Aug 3 CCHS "Calgary His tori c Week - For information vis it www.chinookcountry.org. Phone ·Hl3-26 1--1667.

.lul 25-Aug 3 EDHS "Edmonton Historic Week - For information visit www. historiccdmonton.ca. Phone 7XO--I39-2797.

Answers to last newsletter crossword:

This crossword puzzle devised by Jennifer Prest

HSA Crossword Ac ross
I . HSA President. 199 3-95. James (Jim) _
4. Editor or .Alberta History ' , Hugh _

8. A tropical fruit

9. Went downhill '?
10. Relative (abbr.)

II Direct or of the movie. ' Brokeback Mount ain' . Lee

12. Messy (sl.)

13. _ Bay in British Co lumbia
14 . _'s puzzle games

16. Maritim e: o r the sea
19. Th e play was definitely the thing for _ Park Gowan

20 . Joseph _ . homesteaded southeast of I-Ianna and founded a

ham let bearing his name
23 . Stony _ . 30 km west of Edmonton

25 . Lake _ . near Ca mrose

27 . Th e _, a popul ar steakhouse chain
28 . Edmonton Senato r. DJ .

30 . Th e highest military honour (abbr.)

3 1. _ shu. standard C hinese script and print model
32. A perfect _ !
33 . Wordsmit h Penley

34. Cozy : comfort able

Down
I. A town south of Lethbridge , named for the first mayor of

Lethb ridge, Charles _

2. A hamlet 23 km west of Hanna
3. H.S.A. president. 1995-97. Kathryn _
4 . Ox-eye _

S. Sediment. sludge
6. Alberta Premi er. 1968-71. Harry _

7. _ Head High way

9. Italian adjecti ve - jui cy
13. Once leader of Alberta 's Liberals. Bctkow ski

15. A town 192 km west of Edmonton

17. An Edmonton football player
18. Giggling. laughing

2 1. Gro ups of gee se

22. River. a town 65 km north of Grand Prairie
24. Canada 's largest aluminum company

25. A town 30 km southwest of Edmonton

26. A territory known for its gold I1I sh
29 . Island National Park

: : ::::~:II:::::::
10 i .
:::.::::...:::::::

Down: I. Bate s: 2. Uranium: 4. Arc her : 5 . Gl cich en : 6 . Ca we d : 7 .

Rerun : 8. Yes: 9. If: 14. Deer: 17. Thompson; 18. Tony Rces: 20 .

Dempsey: 22. Nations ; n .Trochu: 25. Lloyd : 27. Rosin : 28 . Olds.

Ac ros s: I. Blue : 3 . Lan g: 6. Carly : 10 . Traffi c: 11. Edw ards: 12. Smith:

13. Enco d ing: 15. Sa mue l: 16 . Westgat e: 19. A nderso n: 2 1. Horner: 24 .

Employer: 26. Peter: 29 . Lissome: 30. C ro tons : 3 1. Shyed; 32 . So up:

:n .Asin.

You have plenty o r time to co mplete this cros swo rd puzzle which was devised by a
member or li SA. The answer will be publ ished in the next issue o r H istory NI/I" .
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