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Imagine...Historical Praise For Medicine
Hat's St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Church

continued on page 4

Now imagine yourse lf a parishioner in

1914 when construction is completed . You

rejoice in the ded ication of the cornerstone

Deo Opt irno Maximo (Latin for To God,

Most Good, Most Greal) and

the consecrat ion of three bells,

Fel ix, Elizabeth Mary, and

Mary Ade laide (named after

the ir donors , engra ved with

religious imagery, and pitched

to chime in the keys of 0, F

sharp and A). You despair,

however, with costs having

risen from $63 ,000 to over

$100,000 there is no hope of

completing the interior (masses

will have to be celebrated in the

basement for nearly the next

twenty years) and you worry

about the $4500 Carrera marble

allar and communion rail

inside as bird s nit in and out

of what some locals have

taken to referring to as the

largest pigeon coop in

Canada.

by Marcel M.C. Dirk

ce ilings intended to ra ise peoples' hearts

and mind s 10 God. You hire a Vancouver

contracto r, Pur dy and Henderson, who

rigs a larg e mot or driven mixer to a tower

so a d ru m and cable e leva tor and immense

conveyor pipes can pour concrete from the

bott om of the foundation to the top of the

highest cross.

L'ECLIc£>E CATHOLIQlJE

<£'T. PATRICK'<£,
ROMAN CATIIOLIC CHURCli

Imagine yourse lf a parishioner of

Med icine Hat 's SI. Patrick 's Rom an

Cat holic Church in 191 2. Along with your

fellow members, you have decided to se ll

the old, sma ll woode n huildi ng downtow n

and erect a new structure across the river.

You engage an American architect, Manley

N. CUlle r. who draws his insp iration from

medieval Euro pea n ca thed rals and present s

plans based upo n the principles of Gothic

architecture : soaring spires and vaulted

The re ason s he is reluct ant to

th ro w it away is th at o n the left

ha nd s ide is a pai nt ing - a del i­

cate watercolour, A w hite house,

w ith tha tche d roof, trees , flo wers

and sky .

Thank you Ni ck Ochoua - we

ap prec ia te your 'arti s tic tou ch'.

The H isto ric al Society o f Al be rta

is alway s pleased 10 welcome

me m ber sh ip renewal s . Usua lly the

the c he que is recorded. the records

up d ated . a nd the en vel ope thrown

away.

An Artistic Touch

Ho we ver, o ne envelope has sat o n

M ar ga re t ' s desk for seve ra l month s

because she can ' t bear to part wi th

it.
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Welcome to new members
The Historical Society of Alberta is

a registered charitable organization.

Donations are gratefully received to

help further the work of the Society

which includes the pub lication of

Alberta History and this newsletter.

History Now. Donations are tax

deductible and will be acknowledged

In History Now, unless otherwise

requested.

History Now is pub lished quarterly.

We welcome information about your

upcoming or past events, activities,

publications, etc . They should be in

the hands of the editor prior to dead­

line.

Subml••lon deadline.:
Mar 1 for Apr-Jun issue

Jun 1 fo r Jul-Sep issue

Sep 1 for Oct-Dec issue

Dec 1 for Jan-Mar issue
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President's Report
by Kathryn Ivany

I hoJ1C that the holiday season just passed was joyful for all our members. Good wish es for the

new year and may it bring health and happiness to you all during 1997.

Well, the 90lh anniversary year has finally arrived . In 1907 members of the Legislative

Assemhly signed their names 10 an Act 10 establi sh the Historical Society of Alberta.. Their

recognit ion of the value of remembering where we have been should he an inspiration to the pre­

sent generation . Those early legislators ' understanding of what they had done, as well as what

they were doing in 1907, were the basic ingredients of Alberta's History.

Th is year, the Historical Society of Alberta celebrates ninety years of activities, publishing and

promot ing Alberta's heritage. I hope you will all join us in this celebration. I suspect some of you

will have memories of special events you have attended, interesting people you met, or trips you took with the society. Some of you may even

have photogr aphs or other momentos. Would you consider sharing those with us? You could write a letter, or lend us your photographs (per­

haps even let us copy them). I would like 10 gather our HSA history in a special exhibit for this year's Annual General Meeting to be held in

Lethbridge.

The membership campaign goes forward now, and we still need your help to identify potential new members and to help activate those

who would like 10 take a role on executives with in the chapters.

Sales of the latest Alberta Records Publi cations Board are encouraging - but there arc still members who have not read A Preacher's

Frontier. (sec details and order form on page 7). The board is considering several manuscripts for the next publication due out in 1998 .

Even whi le we look back over the years to 1907, the work of the HSA will go on, to ensure that history is preserved for the future.

Th ank you for your support and assistan ce .

September 24th to 27th, 1997
Doublewood Inn, Bismarck, North Dakota, USA

Co-sponsored by the State Historical Society of North
Dakota and Bismarck State College

32nd Annual
Northern Great Plains

History Conference

CAnadian Public H••lth Aaoc'aUoD

1565 Carlini Avenue. Sulle 400 .
Oll.wa, Onlario. CAnada K1ZaRt

ToI.pha••: IS13) 7Z5·J7SG
Fu: (SUI 7Z5·GSZS

£·101011: Inlac llpOc pho.co
C.na d•• lntemalional lmmunlu llon

Program I. nnand ally eup pcrted byanA.

THERESA BENJAMIN
[HlAl.1li PROfUSIONAL I

Yeslerday, sbe lravelled 8 miles on rool,
crossed I river by canoe,

provided beallb counlellll18
ror 20 molben,

mel wilb 40 tradilional birtb aUendanll,
and immunized 100 children.

til WII In ..OU80 dly.1

Therese lives In Freetown,
Sierra Leone, where she is part or

an inlernational team or health
professionals working 10 rid

the world of six prevenlable chlld ­
killing diseases . The odd. can be

beaten ... and you can help .
For more information on how you

can help support this program,
please contact :

em ail : ccm ail.jlysenge@ranch.slate.nd .us

phone: 701 -328-2799

fax : 701 -328-3710

scholars, or graduate students - who do
nOI have a full session org anized 10 submit
proposals for consideration . Please send a
one-page summary of the proposed paper
and a brief vita by March 31 , 1997 , to the
program chair:

Janet Daley Lysengen, Editor
Slate Historical Society of North Dakota
612 EaSI Boulevard
Bism arck, NO. USA 58505

The program committee for the 1997
Northern Great Plains History Conference
requests propo sals for papers and sessions
on all areas of history.

A br ief summary of pro spective papers,
with part icipant names, addresses and
telephone numbers , and a short paragraph
on each pre senter, c hair and commentator
will he welcome.

The committee will assume tha: all those
who se names appear in the proposals have
agreed 10 part icipate. The committee
espec iall y invites individua ls ­
professors.puhli c histor ian s. independent



Imagine...
continued from p_ge 1

Next imagine yourself a parish ioner in

later years. In 1932, when the nave is finally

finished, you marv el at an engi neer turn ed

priest's false wooden ce iling suspended to

make heating more affordable . In 1955,

when one of the most col orful a nd longest

serv ing rectors makes an announce ment, you

are surprised two large stained glass rose

windows from France will be installed in the

transepts. In 1978, when an engineering study

finds water seeping inside , deteri orat ing the

concrete and rusting the reinforcing rods,

you agreed with the recommendation that

copper be c1added over top of the roof and

the outside walls be resurfaced .

Finally, imagine yourself a parish ioner in

1996 . After study by the national Historic

Sites and Monuments Board , you are

informed your church is one of the country's

finest examples of Gothic Revival architecture.

Then, after review by the federal

Department of Heritage, you are told you r

church is to be des ign ated for its design.

And on November 9, after listening to the

city 's mayor, Medicine Hat's MLA, and the

local MP all praise the bu ilding and

acknowledge the vital importance of history,

you sit with five hundred others as a plaque

is unveiled marking St. Patrick's Rom an

Catholic Church as Canada' s latest historic

site.

St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Church is

located at 238 2nd Avenue NE in Medicine

Hat and should be a stop for any HSA

member interested in this province's

architectural herit age.

Canada-Wide Health and Medica l Archives Telephone
Information Network

Th e Network is a non -pro fit referen ce, adv ice and communica tions se rvice specifica lly for

pract itioners, researchers and custod ians of healthc are and med ical archives in Canada.

The purpose of this service is to help researche rs, custodians o f archival materi al s, a nd

oth ers find answers to research problem s and get advi ce on practical issues associated

with keeping health care and med ical archives.

The service will also foster pro fessional networking by providing acces s to curre nt new s

and information of interest to the arch ival/research community, such as ann oun cem ent s of

upcoming meeting s and conferences, professional education and training opportun ities , and

new acquisition s.

Who can use the Network ? Professional and volunteer archivis ts, record s manager s and

curators. Professional and am ateur histor ians and researchers interested in the history o f

Canad ian medicine and health care. Health care pract itioners, hosp ital adm inistrators and

records managers, and health care agency admi nis trato rs. Members o f the archival and

research communit ies seeking access to current new s and information related to heallh care

and medical arch ives in Canada, or wis hing to announ ce events, programs or activi ties related

to the history of Canad ian Heal thcare and med icine.

The Network is adminis tered by the Centre for Research in Informat ion Studies at the

University of Toronto. and is prin cipally funded by the Hannah Institute for the Histor y of

Med icine.

For 24-hour, toll -free access to the Network , please dial 1-800 ·2 81 ·INFO ( 1-!lIX)· 2!l I ·

4636). In the Toronto metropo litan area please call 416 -978 -6738 .

Services provided: Advisory assi stance; Research assist ance ; Communicati ons and

Networking.

Network Website : http ://www.fis .utoronlo .calre searchlcris .htm .

Inqu iries plea se contact the :
Centre for Research in Information Studies,
Faculty of Information Stud ies,
University of Toronto,
140 SI. George Street, Toronto ON , M5S 3G6 .
Phone : 416-978-709 3.
Fax : 416-971-1399.
email: research @fis .utoronto.ca

First Canadian Feature Film
- Now on Video

Canadian filmmaker Nell Sh ipm an 's cla ssic tale Back to God's Country is now avai lab le

on video cassette. The video includes a musical sco re based on the film 's origina l title song.

Shot in the winter of 1919 at Lesser Slave Lake in Alberta, and in California , the film fea­

ture scenes of the Great North Woods, esk imos, wild anim als . a dog sled chase, and a hero­

ine-Shipman.

It was her first hit film and it has not been available on video before ," said Tom Trus ky,

dir ector of the BSU lIemingway Western Studies Center. Shipman, born in Victori a. Be in

1892, " had an incred ible rapport with anim al actors," noted Trusky. "She insis ted on location

shoot ing whether that be on the ice o f Lesser Slave Lake , or sailing around San Francisco

Harbour, or racing through mountains in California.

The musical score on the video was composed and performed by London-based musician

Lindsay Cooper. She based her composition on a copy of the sheet mus ic of the film 's title

song " Back to God 's Country," wh ich Trusky found at UCLA. The print on whi ch the video

is based was restored by OJ . Turner of the National Arch ives of Canada.

To purchase a co py of the video , ca ll the Boise State Unive rsity Bookstore at 208 ·3H5­

4031 .



Vision Statement: A Window on the
Past; A Door to the Future

Mission: To preserve and interpret our past
with excellence in historical representation

The Fort Whoop-Up Interpretive Society
Capital Project-Interpretive Centre Site
Redevelopment and Enhancement

The Fort Whoop-Up Interpretive Society

was founded in 1973 to operate the Fort

Whoop -Up co m ple x in Lethbridge's Indian

Bailie Park. "A Window on the Past, a door

10 the Future" aptly describes the Fort

Whoop' Up Interpretive Centre . built as a

reconstruction of the original fort of 1869.

Authentic displays and workingdemonstrations

give the visitor a glimpse of life in the

Canad ian western frontier.

TIle hricf hut eventful

period portrayed at the

Interpretive Centre is rich

in borh local and national

historical significance . The intrusion of

Amer ira n tr aders initialed a new era of

co mme rce in 'his unsettled land. Their illicit

exch ange of whiskey and guns for huffalo

robe s let III the formation of the North West

Mourned Police in IllD. The NWM Police

trek westward from Fort Dufferin. Manitoba

in I K7.t. signalled the beginning of the end

10 Canad;l\ "wild west". The Mounties

occupied a portion of the Fort until 1892.

hUI lcgiurnatc trade continued . The nearly

two decades following Confederation saw

lon Benton hull learns from

Montana haul wagons laden with

trade goods and supplies iruo the

Canadian Prairies. The Whoop­

Up Trail. carved hundreds of

times by hundreds of iron tires.

opened up the area to entrepreneurs. Soon

the valley' s coal scams were being mined.

ranches huilt and Lethbridge was founded.

Dramatically. and within a few short

years. the area now called southern Alberta

was changed forever from a land sparsely

inhabit ed by the native peoples. to one being

rapidly colonized hy the white man and

influenced by his conflicting culture. The

resulting impact on the Blackfoot Nation and

an awareness and understandingof their culture

arc integral parts of the story portrayed at

the Fort Whoop-Up Interpretive Centre.

The present day river valley selling in

Box 1074,
Lethbridge, Alberta
TtJ 4A2

Indian Bailie Park overlooks the site of the

Last Great Indian Bailie between the Cree

and Blackfoot Nations. Under a ' Fee for

Service Agreement' with the City of

Lethbridge, the Society provides interpretive

programs and visitor and community services.

A portion of operational funding is provided

by the Urban

Parks for the

Future program.

The Fort services more than 15.000 visitors

annually including more than 3.500 school

children participating in educational programs.

It continues a long tradition of community

initiatives 10 recognize. preserve, and promote

the local and national significance of Fort

Whoop-Up. The Fort Whoop-Up Interpretive

Society is an institutional member of the

Alberta and Canadian Museums

Associations. and subscribes to museums

sta ndard s promoted by these organizations .

As an interest in history has grown so has

the demand for the Fort and it's programs . It

is therefore embarking on an capital project

to increase the size of the galleries. display

areas and meetings rooms and so accommo­

date more visitors and offer functionality

during inclement weather. It is also planned

to offer greater representation of First

Nations Peoples in displaying the culture

and history of the era. Along with esthetic

changes and increased space the facility is

addressing the need for barrier-free access to

the disabled.

The proposed expansion of The Fort

Whoop-Up Interpretive Centre and it's

increased historical exhibits will provide

·I~
\W~@~-~~

enrichment to the citizens of Lethbridge and

the community of Southern Alberta . All

those who visit, whether from near or far

will be invited to sample a taste of our past.

From our First Nations Peoples to the early

settlers, our unique Canadian history will

corne alive in stories. artifacts and exhibits,

In promoting and understanding our

heritage we open "A Window on the Past; A

Door to the Future" for present and coming

generations .

As an historical. cultural and recreational

facility, The Fort Whoop-Up Interpretive

Centre is ideally placed to offer recognition

and appreciation to the generosity of those

Foundations. Corporations and individuals

who have contributed to the enhancement of

this facility. The Fort Whoop-Up Interpretive

Society's plan for recognition is:

• half page Thank You to sponsors in a

Newspaper advertisement ;

• a recognition wall on the inside foyer of

the Interpretive Centre;

• invitations to all sponsoring donors and

grantors to the Dedication Ceremony and

Grand re-opening of Fort Whoop-Up;

• full media coverage (including television,

radio and newspaper) of the dedication and

re-opening of the Fort;

• logos of significant sponsors on the Fort

Whoop-Up Society's letterhead (Ieftside

column) for a period of a year following

project completion .

The Society's charitable registration
number is 0929240-50.

For more information call 403-329-0444
or Fal( 403-329-0645.

Contact: Richard Shockley. Executive
Director



by Robert G Moyles

U of C Medical Students reap
benefits of history

reprinted with permission
from the Alberta Doctor s
Digest - September 1996

1/ a page of history is
worth a volume of logic. "­
Oliver Wendel Holmes, Jr.

For most medical students. the pressure of

trying to start a career in medicine means the

time spent on non-essent ial, non -credit

things-like eat ing and sleeping-has been

pared down to the bone.

Why then did 40 out of 68

first-year students choose to

attend the non-credit History

of Medicine course offered

by the Faculty of Medicine

at the University of Calgary (U of C) last

year?

Perhaps these students

recognized the value of history and the

importance of understanding it. Or, perhaps

they caught the excitement and enthusiasm

that program chair Dr. Peter J.E. Cruse

exudes when he talks about it. Whatever the

reason, medical students at the U of Care

gaining a greater understanding and

appreciation of their future profession from

this program and its chair.

The History of Medicine program began

on the wards. There, a younger Dr. Cruse

was astounded by the lack of knowledge

new medical students displayed about the

history of their profession. Dr. Cruse had

read Sir Thomas Browne's 17th century book

Religio Medici , and felt that "A professional

is a craftsman who knows the history of his

craft." Out of these initial experiences came

the History of Medicine program

and. 25 years later Dr. Cruse is now the

Alberta Medical Foundation (AMF)/Hannah

professor.

History courses are often associated with

boring lectures filled with dates and names,

and hours spent poring over dusty old stacks

of books in dimly lit libraries. The History of

Medicine program, however, takes a fresh

"hands on" approach to integrating an under­

standing of the past with a vision of the

future. Students in this program spend only a

portion of their time researching history; the

rest is spent actually performing tasks in the

present and predicting where the profession

will go in the future .

During the day, students attend seminars .

They are paired and allocated a preceptor to

guide them

through their

research topic .

Topics for

research and study

are drawn

from significant anniversaries and examined

in the context of the medi cal profession. For

ex ample, the 900th anniversary of the

Cru sades led students to investig ate the

medical problems most prevalent al that time,

and the 200th anniversary of the discovery of

vaccination led to an examination of that

important technique during this past year.

Workshops held in the evening have

students actually performing the modern-day

version of techniques they have stud ied, then

they try to determine how these techniques

might evolve in the future . With the I(J()th

anniversary of the Klondike goldrush

occurring next year, students should expect

some fascinating topic s to emerge.

Students not only gain from the study and

analysis of history. they benefit from the

experience of speaking and presenting as

well. Every year at History of Medicine Day.

students have the option of giving a 10­

minute presentation on a paper they have

researched. These presentations are judged

by the AMF board of directors and the best

three are se lected to present at the annual

general meeting of the Alberta Medical

Association. As well. every year some

students submit their abstracts to the

Canadian Society for the History of

Medicine and the Royal College of

Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. It is

quite an honor and invaluable experience for

any student when the paper is accepted.

Next year will mark the 25th anniversary

of the program at the U of C and Dr. Cruse

is excited to be entering his second year as

chair of the program. The U of C History of

Medicine Days for the coming term will

he held March 20 and 21. 1997 and AMA

memhers are welcome 10 attend If history

is any indication, the next 25 years of the

program should teach future physicians

many important lessons.

The Heritage Press
For those of you who always seem to be

working on a new project , be it your

memoirs or the history of your fam ily, there

is finally an answer to Ihat age -old question :

Now I've written it, what do I do next '?

Patricia Chapman, a hook editor with

more than two decades of experience in

several countries. has established a new kind

of puhlishing company. Called The Herit age

Press , it is dedi cated to producing

professional-quality publi cations in very

small print runs .

''Traditionally, authors of local or personal

histories stood very little ch an ce o f ha ving

their books accepted for publication hy the

major publishing houses-not because their

writing was poor , hut because the subje ct

material was simply 100 special ist to warrant

commercial -size print runs ."

Heritage Press, initially started 20 years

ago in New Zealand. is now in Canada

where it shows what can happen when a

book is properly puhlished.

Family history may not have a wide

commercial appeal . but it is definitely of

historical importance.

Send a SASE to:
The Heritage Press,
26 Bayberry Street ,
Stouffville, ON . LAA 7Y9

or fax to 905 -642-6064



Address: _

The Historical Society of Alberta

Book Order Form

1wish 10 order 0 copies of

A Preacher's Frontier: The Castor
Alberta Letters of Martin Holdom,
/909-/912

$14.95

On Sale Now

Name:

A hnuk about he

must c\dtin~

moment in western

Canadian Histur)'­

the buonulme in an

Alberta 111\\ n.

A Preacher's
Frontier:
The Castor Alberta
Letters of Martin Hokiom,
1909-1912

The finest gift the Historical
Society offer.

"This book is a dandy, maybe
the most interesting volume
ever produced by the Historical
Society. Absolutely first rate."

David C. Jones

City:

Like all great storytellers. Holdom entertains as he informs. sometimes with humour.

oflen with lively opinion. and always in bold. clear prose.

Prov:

Postal Code:

"This will he a great city someday."

Holdorn wrote of Castor. "People arc making

fortunes here every day. Building lots arc

selling at from $50 to $300. and they will be

treble the value when the rail gets here." For

a brief shining moment. Castor was likely

the largest town in Alberta.

lIerein reside the dreams of the boomtime

from Stettler 10 Gadsby. Halkirk, Sullivan

Lake. Castor and Coronation. Here also is

the wrath of Ihe prairies-drought. hail.

killing frosts. blizzards. fires. and a spate of

suffering : bankruptcies, poverty. terrible

accidents. untreated illnesses. isolation. lone­

liness. madness. even suicide.

Learn:
I . How many times Martin Holdom

threw up on Ihe Empress of India

en route 10 Canada.

2. Why an English girl compared

to a Canadian miss was a "mere

contortion of true womanhood."

3. What the CPR did 10 Castor that

has never been forgiven.

4. What well known Alberta town

Holdorn visited so that he could

later brag-"( have itched ever

since."

Telephone:

Visa/Mastercard (circle one):

No:

Expiry Date:

Signature: _

I enclose s
Postage & Handling $

Total s
Please add $2.50 postage and handling per

copy and $ 1.50 for each additional copy. For

8-10 copies send $10 (parcel post). For large

orders contact the HSA office Telephone:

403-261-3662 or Fax: 403-269-6029 .
The Historical Society of Alberta
Suite 325. The Lancaster Building
304 Eighth Avenue SW

Calgary. AB. TIP IC2



For HEALTH and
COMFORT-A History
of the Plumbing and
Heating Industry in Calgary
and Southern Alberta 1880­
1950 by S. Lorain
Lounsberry

"Chose your plumber as you would your

physician", was more than an advertising

slogan. Over the years since the early 1900's

in this province, the mechanical trades and

businesses made significant contributions to

the physical health and economic prosperity

of the communities in which they worked.

Through the history of the plumbing and

heating industry in Southern Alberta, civic

responsibility as well as the improvements

in comfort and sanitary conditions can be

traced.

"Through the history of the plumbing and

heating industry in Southern Alberta it is

possible to observe the development of civic

responsibility as well as the improvements

in comfort and sanitary conditions."

This history, written by S. Lorain

Lounsberry, was commissioned by the

Mechanical Contractors Association of

Alberta, Southern District. The intent of the

book is to produce a useful historical guide

to the first 70 years of Southern Alberta's

plumbing and heating industry.

As such it would seem to have a limited

interest and audience. However, the author

has linked the trades and businesses of

plumbing and heating to public health and

the installation of water and sewage systems

by municipalities in order to prevent outbreaks

of typhoid.

Also covered are the necessary by-laws

and regulations introduced by governments

concerning the proper installation of sewage

systems.

In tum, the demands made upon the skills of

the tradesmen increased. Trainingcourses,

apprenticeships, examinations of thecraftsmen

led to the establishment in 1911 of The

Technical School, (later known as SAID .

To keep a high set of standards and provide

a collective voice, various associations

relating to the industry were formed.

The blossoming of craftsmen and business

involved government to oversee operations,

so the provincial Engineering and

Planning Bureau was formed in 1932.

Various acts and regulations were also

passed.

While not visibly active in politics, the

tradesmen worked with the government

officials, formed family businesses,

participated in community service groups,

the church and local sports.

The book is therefore, a story of a family.

A family that valued the role played by

fellowship and the need for picnics,

banquets, sports competition s, conventions,

Christmas and New Year 's parties.

Well researched, the book gives insights

into the building of Calgary, its trades and

craftsmen, along with photographs of people

and places. Line drawings of tools.

equipment and fillings used in the early

1900's arc also included.

The chapters in the book cover the

Beginnings; Frontier Alberta: 1880-1905;

Boom and Bust: 1905-1930; A Changing

Trade: 1930·1950; The People;

Bibliography; Appendices and a list of

sponsors for the publication.

The appendices arc especi ally useful

reference materi al for informat ion about

various associa tions, businesses and

personalities during this period .

To obtain copies of this book send $ I0

(including OST), plus $2.50 postage to

Mechanical Contractors Association of

Alberta, Southern District, 204, 2725 12th

Street NE, Calgary, AB. T2E 7J2.

Telephone: 403·250·7237
Fax: 403·291·0551.

Book
Reviews

"all HSA books ~5"
plus $2.50 postage

HSA Book Sale

Alberta's Coal Industry, 1919 , edited and

introduced by David Jay Bercuson

The Formation ofAlberta: A

Documentary History, introduced hy hy L.G

Thomas and L.H Thomas. Edited by Douglas

R.Owram

Pioneering in Alberta: Maurice

Destrube's Story . edited hy J.E. Hcndn r kson

William Stewart Herron : Father of the

Petroleum Industry in Alberta , cducd hy

Dr. David II . Breen

Aberhart: Outpourings and Rep/us.

edited hy Dr. DaVid R Elhon

The Diaries of IIishup Grandin, IN75·

IN77, Vull , translated hy Alan [) Rid ge

Edlled hy Brian M Owens and Claude [)

Roberto

Winter Sports in the "rst . edited hy Elise

Corbet & Anthon)' W. Rasponch .

Citymakers: Calgarians After the

Frontier, edited hy Max Foran and Shctlugh

S. Jameson



$12

$7

$39

$37

$68

Canadian Railway Communications
Insulators 1880-1920
by Mark Lauckner
Did you ever wonder how in the world to keep the myriad Canadian CD 143

insulator styles straight?

Now you can finally do it! Mr. Lauckner's new book is a "must read" for

any se rious Canadian insulator collector or history buff! This research effort

is contained in over 280 information-packed pages covering the history,

manufacturing and designs of CD 143 and CD 145 insulators .While this

puhlication concentrates on glass insulators, many of the porcelain types of

the 143 and 145 styles are also included.

The text hegins with a hrief hi story of Canadian railway communications and

then delves into the aspects influencing the insulator design. The next section

deals with the manufacturers of Canadian insulators and details the multitude

of mold de signs and threading techniques .

The hulk of the reference book is in Appendix I which consists of an exact

description of each of the mold s ty le s and a "complete" (i .e., those known to

dale) lisling of the emhossing va rie ties . Mark has painstakingly transcribed

each of these embossings through metal foil Iransfers into full-sized black

and while reproductions for the listings . Black and while photos of each s ty le

arc al so included as well as cross-sccrion drawings of the molds used 10

produce each style . No other hook contains this extensive catalog of mold

shapes and designs .

Appendix 2 is a 12 page chart listing a comprehensive cross reference for all

the known Canadian insulator numhering sys te ms.

This is followed hy the 3rd Appendix which contains 36 outstanding colour

photographs of the insulators. The final Appendix covers insulator reference

material.

The illustralions are comprehensive and impressive: 275 draftings of insulator

molds, Iu ll-xi ze photos covering all 68 major groupings, and over 300

drawings and 269 hlack and white photos turn this book into an exhaustive

reference volume. The offset printing is big enough and black enough for

"tired old eyes" 10 read! A further plus is that the book is available in a 3-hole

punched hcavy-wcighr paper version which will accommodate aperiodic

updates which the author promises . You can also purchase the work in both

hardbound and soft co ver editions . Thi s is the "Bible" for Canadian beehives

- and the best reference work III hit the insulator hobby in some time: Don't

miss il!

- review by Torn Katonak

To obtain your copy send to : Mark Lauckner, Mayne Island, BC, VON 2JO

Phone: 250·539 ·5937

Spiral (not updatablc)

3-Holc (updatable)

Hardcover

Update subscription service (10 new pages, 3·hole)
mailed annually

Surface mail postage

The Petroleum
History Society

The history of the Canadian petroleum

industry is primarily a story set in Alberta.

We-The Petroleum History Society-are

here to preserve that story and to tell it. We

invite you to join us.

In the past 12 years the Society has

recorded 180 interviews and worked with

ACCESS Radio to produce programs. It

publishes a newsletter and provides speakers

for history oriented luncheons. It has also

sponsored the publication of a book, The

Great Oil Age, provides a scholarship at the

University of Calgary, and presents a series

of annual history related awards.

The Petroleum History Society is actively

collaborating with other groups working

towards shared goals. For example we have

a seat on the advisory board for the Thmer

Valley Gas Plant Interpretive Centre. We

also have worked with CKUA ACCESS

Network Radio on a series of broadcast pro­

grams on the industry's early history.

Rebroadcast by popular demand, this radio

series was one of the network's most suc­

cessful programs. We have helped develop a

second series of radio docudramas along

with audio teaching materials for use in

Alberta schools.

Memberships are:

$IO/yr regular membership

$35/yr sustaining membership

Please mail to:

The Petroleum History Society
c/o The Canadian Association of

Petroleum Producers
2100,3507 Avenue SW
Calgary, AB. TIP 3N9



News &
Views fro".

HSA
Chapters

Central Alberta Historical Society

The Sep tember annual meeting began the second year of operation for this new

Historical Society branch .

For a copy of the ncwslcuer

please contact the Edito r

(Mrs.) Jean B. Bridge,

#15 45th St. Close. Syl van

Lake , AB. T4S I K7

The program for October, held in the Kerry Wood Nature Centre, featured Jim

Robertson, Head of interpretation for Waskasoo Park . He spoke on the history of the

Gaetz Lake Sanctuary. This sanctuary adjoins the Kerry Wood Nature Centre. The

decision of John Gaetz, in 1897,to leave this port ion of his homestead in a natu ral state

started a century old preser vation project. The early, 1905, Red Deer branch of the Natural History Society worked with later mem bers of the

Gaetz family to es tabl ish through federal legis lation the bird sanctu ary des ignat ion. Th e Alberta Natural History Society were to be the sanctuary

guardians. In particular one member, Kerry Wood , acted as honorary wildlife officer for 42 years. A new Kerry Wood book, This Smiling LAnd,

tells a history of the Red Deer River area and the author 's part in it. This book is available from the Kerry Wood Nature Centre, 403-346-2010.

The November CAHS program was a presentation on how it was to be a German prisoner of war for 32 months during WW II. Denni s SCOll,

a native Red Deer district farmer, gave his vivid recollections that has the quality of a yesterday experience. This present ation was given in an

exhibit room of the Red Deer Museum . On exhibition was: The Poster War: Allied Prop aganda Art of the First World War. The content of the

display was a sharp contrast with the realities related by Dennis Scott.

Planning is in progress for another Central Alberta Historical Society bus tour. Points of intere st in Southern Alberta and Charlie Russell

country in Montana are the proposed itinerary.

The Association for
Canadian Studies

Chinook Country Historical Society

The Christmas program held on

December 12 broke the pattern for bad

weather experienced on the nights of our

events. In spite of the weat her attendance at

programs has been excellent

Over 100 people were at Fort Calgary for

the talk on Colonel Macleod by Mr. Michael

Craufurd-Lewis, including 21 Macleod

descendants and spouses.

Road conditions for the November

program at the Museum of the Regiments

were not good, but over 30 people attended

the excellent tour given by Jerry Svencicki.

Ann Birch wor. a Museum mug, and Greg

Nehring won a free membership.

We had so much respon se to our

Christmas Dinner at the Zoo ( 150). that we

had to arrange for a larger space! What an

evening! The food was marv ellous, venue

spectacular - (don't miss the Zoo

Chri stmas decorations), and the company

warm and friendly. Dr. Hantho won a bottle

of wine with the Zoo label, and Mrs.

Mann ing was the lucky winn er of

Citymakers and a year's membership.

Walter Lindenbach read his story on

" Dear Old Fred" . (Ask anyone at the dinner­

they will explain! ).

Th anks to our Program Director , Roland

Kieken, for arranging Chri stmas dinner, to

Harry Sanders who produced the beautiful

name tags and tickets, to Kate Reeves for

the CCHS Board Member tags , and to Diana

Sim and Roberta Ryckman for the paper

work and Roberta's organi zat ion of the

registration.

Best wishes to all our members and

friends for a happy, prosperous and healthy

New Year. from the CCHS Executive. We

have more excellent programs coming in

1997 - hope to see you there.

The ACS, in conju nct ion with McG ill

University's Centre for Research on

Canadian Cultural Industries and Institutions

(CRCCII) and the National Library of

Canada, are in the proce ss of org anizing an

exhibition celebrating the 30th anniversary

of Canada's Cen tenn ial.

"As part of this exhibition, we arc bringing

tog ether objects from across Can ad a to

document the range and diversity of the

1967 Centennial celebrat ions . We are par­

ticularly interested in obje cts (pins, posters.
pamph lets, t-shirts, co ffee mugs, plates, etc.)

thatarc specific to local celebrations. Also of

interes t are photographs of speci fic eve nts

(parades. fairs. contests, etc.), of Ce ntennial

gardens or parks , that would document co m­

munity participation in the Centennial."

Anne Whitelaw. Exhibition Cur ator is

asking us for any such objec ts or document s

that you would be willing to lend for this

exhibition. Contact her at:
Association, for Canadian Studies
209 St. Catherine est, Suite V-SI30
Montreal, PQ, H3C 3P8
Phone: 514-987-7784
Fax: 514 -987-8210
email: c10IS@er.uqam.ca



Edmonton & District Historical Society

Write to

PO Box 1013
Edmonton, All.
T5J 2MI

Every year the Edmonton Historical Board calls for nominations for the EHB Recognition Awards. The Recognition Awards honour

those who have benefited the history of Edmonton, either through the creation of this history or through its preservation . Many important

people have been honoured . Some of these were prominent Edrnontcnians , others have never been recognized or have been forgollen . II is

a moving experience to rediscover the commitment of these people to the city of Edmonton.

If there is someone in the near or far past who has made a difference, send their name. a biography, and as much information as possible

to the:

Recognition Awards Cornrniuce

Edmonton Historical Board

City of Edmonton Archives

10440 108 Avenue

Edmonton, AB. TSH 3Z9

January Program Notes
Beatrice van Loon was trained as a singer, violinist and conductor in Chicago and New York. She carne to

Edmonton in 1920 as the leader in an all- female ensemble performing at the MacDonald Hotel. She married a local

dentist. sellled in Edmonton, and was known henceforth as Mrs. J.B. Carmichael. She played in the violin section of

the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, conducted an orchestra at the University of Alberta, and in the mid-1930's founded the Edmonton

Civic Opera Society, which she led for the next three decades. The presentation given by Wesley Berg on January 8,1997, entitled "Mrs

J.B. Carmichael : A Chicago Musician Finds a Horne in Edmonton," will tell the story of her activities as a musician. conductor and teacher

in Edmonton . Corne and hear ahoutthis historical figure of the Edmonton Opera, 7:30 prn, January 8, 1997, Auditorium , Grant MacEwan

Downtown Campus .

Year end reports were given . Our society remains in good shape, as in previous years.

Bill Lingard was re-elected president. There were no new members elected to the

executi ve. however, one scat remains empty at the moment. We hope someone will come

forward to serve as a councillor at our January 28th meeting.

Gordon Tolton left the executive, We will miss him, especially his efforts to put on enjoy­

able monthly programs and his work on the executive in general. Thank you, Gordon. our

members appreciate all you have done for the society.

The Annual General Meeting of the Lethbridge Historical Society was held November 28,

at the Royal Canadian Legion in Lethbridge. Forty-three members and friends were in

aucndancc , A dandy presentation by Allen Jensen of Medicine Hat was enjoyed by the

entire audience . Mr. Jensen spoke and showed slides on Will James, the artist/writer from

the early pari of this century.

Public Library. Guests will be the "Riders

of the Plains Commemorative Troup".

presenting a program on their efforts to

restore and/or mark the original site of the

NWMP fort in Fort Macleod.

Plans for the Historical Society of

Alberta Annual General Meeting being

hosted by Lethbridge in 1997, (the 90th

Anniversary of the HSA), are beginning to

gel. Events held during the convention

may include the unveiling of a marker to

commemorate the largest WWII POW

camp in Canada. We will keep you posted

about our plans in future History Now

reports.

Write to
PO Box 974
Lethbridge, AB. TIJ 4A2Lethbridge Historical Society

Our publication. Boats and Barges on the Belly, was the only one released during the past

year. At present. there arc sill other manuscripts underway. One is a reprint and enlargement

of our 1%6 booklet on the 11170 Indian Bailie at Belly River and another in immediate

progress is on the development of business in Lethbridge, written by the late Dr. Alexander

Johnston in 19112 .

Our next program is slated for January 28. 1997. in the Theatre Gallery of the Lethbridge

Of special note: in early November, two

of our members were elected to positions

in the Archaeological Society of Alberta.

Lethbridge Centre. Our vice president was

elected president, and our president, Bill

Lingard. has a council scat within the

same organization .



HSA Calendar of Events • January • March 1997

Jan 8

Jan 28

Jan 28

Feb 5

Feb 25

Mar 5

Mar 18

Apr 16

EDHS The Story of the Edmonton Opera. Wedne sday, 7:30 pm. Aud itorium. Grant MacEwan

Downtown Campus. Presentation by Wesley Berg .

CCHS Past, Present and Future Planning. Rob Graham , City of Calgary Heritage Planner will

talk on the process of designating historic build ings and districts in Calgary. Tue sday, 7:30 pm

Beaul ieu, The Lough eed House, 707 13 Avenue SW.

LHS Riders of the Plains Commemorative Troup. A presentation of their efforts to mark the

original site of the NWMP fort in Fort Mcleod, Theatre Gallery of the Lethbridge Public Library.

EDHS Natives, Newspapers and Crime in the Northwest Territories prior to 1885. Wedne sday,

7:30 pm. Auditorium, Grant McEwan Downtown Campus. Presentation by Rod Macleod .

CCHS Annual General Meeting, Tuesday, 7 pm Fort Calgary Interpretive Centre , 7509 Avenue

SE. 7.45 pm the speaker, Diana Mansell, will discuss the 1928 Sterilization Act and the creat ion of

the Eugenics Board, whose repercussions are facing Alberta court s today .

EDHS Why a Women's Archives Association? Wednesday, 7:30 pm. Auditorium, Grant

MacEwan Downtown Campus. Presentation by Nancy Langford .

CCHS The Chinese Community in Calgary. Tue sday, 7:30 pm . Ch inese Cultural Centre. 197 1st

Street SW. Dinner (at your expense) and a present ation , The Chinese Commun ity in Calgary.

EDHS John Rowand Night. For information call 403-434-91 45 .

HSA Crossword
Answer to last newsletter crossword:

Across: I. Edith Cav ell. 9. Insulin . 10. Nicer. II Tide . 12 Edmont on. 14. Nau on. 10
Anodes. 18. Blindrnan , 19. Tipi. 22. Laura. B . Ch inese . 24 Dene , 2~ . Elhler.

Down: 2. Dosed . 3. Ti ll. 4. Canada. 5. Van Horne. o. Loca ted, 7. Suring Bull. K Frank
Slide . 13. Co ld Lake . 15. Tribune. 17. Sa rcee, 20 . Irene . 2 1. High .

You have plenty of time 10 compl ete this crossword puzzle which was devised by a member o f
HSA . The answer will be publ ished in the next issue of History Now .

~

Across

I . WWII highway to Alaska
8. One time Edmonton newspaper
9. Curling skip's shout
10. Red Deer newspaper
II . Slangy affirmatives
12. .. . Perce
16. Celsius unit
17. Well used catalogue of the past
18. Day of the wk
23. Farm implements
24. One time Calgary newspaper
25. Riel or Potts for example
26. Alberta pest or WW II aircraft
27. Burn the midnight oil

Down
2. Edmonton bridge
3. A former Alberta Premier
4. Mount named for a Methodist missionary
5. Tribe of the Blackfoot nation
6. Book of maps
7. Pond .. .. NWT
12. Norway or Dayton
13. 26th letter
14. Site of tombs of Father Albert Lacombe and Bishop
Vital Grandin
15. Alberta winter vacationer at times
19. What a legislature does
20. Weather condition during a chinook
21. Chasm
22. Alberta game fish


